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2019 Parish Profile

Our Contact Information

All Saints’
Episcopal
Physical Address:
2048 Conn Rd.
Columbia Falls, Montana

Mailing Address:
PO Box 1923
Whitefish, MT 59937
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www.allsaintsmt.org
allsaintsmt@gmail.com
(406) 862-2863

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish / Columbia Falls, Montana

Greetings
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I call you friends, because I have told you
everything I heard from my Father (John 15:15).
Jesus trusts us and empowers us to act. We are not
only called, but expected, to change the world.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish / Columbia Falls, Montana
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. . .send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

Our Mission & Vision
Image 1: Entering All Saints'

Mission
The mission of All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish—Columbia Falls is to be a healthy,
growing parish utilizing our spiritual gifts for ministry to provide Christian Formation for people
of all ages and to support the health and welfare of the Northern Flathead Valley.

Vision
The Vision of All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish - Columbia Falls is to be healthy, and as
such, naturally grow to the size of a parish which has a critical mass allowing us to engage in
significant ministry, drawing upon the combined spiritual gifts of a wider congregation.
We see ourselves having a Christian Formation program for people of all ages that is supported
by a team ministry.
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We see the community knowing who we are, valuing what we do, and finding us indispensable
for the health and welfare of the wider Northern Flathead Valley.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish / Columbia Falls, Montana

Our Core Values
We believe that God loves all without exception.

Discipleship
We nurture people to claim a calling of ministry, understand their place in God’s Kingdom on Earth, and
their invaluable role in being the Body of Christ here and now.

Welcoming and Inclusive
We believe that everyone who comes through our doors not only contributes to our community and its
ministry within, but that the person is someone who can join us in bringing relief to the downtrodden,
hope to the despondent, liberty to the captive and good news to the poor.
We believe that God loves all without exception.

Giving
We believe in giving to those who are outside our church walls through outreach to the community, the
nation, and the world and we believe in giving out of a sense of thanksgiving for the abundant gifts of
God. This is the context in which we see our ministry of Stewardship.

Christian Formation
We highly value Christian Formation, which includes education, and believe that all are to respond to the
call to read, mark and inwardly learn in every way possible. To that end, we are committed to Christian
Formation for all ages.
Image 2: Celebrating Communion at the Former Rector’s Retirement

Pastoral Care

We place a high value on
pastoral care and seek ways
that are both traditional and
novel to provide people and
the animal world the comfort
of the Gospel as the verbal
and visible word of God.

Worship
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We place a high value on
engaging in worship that is
intelligible to those new to
the community, meaningful
to the members of the
congregation, and filled with
prayerful thoughtfulness.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish / Columbia Falls, Montana

What We Do

We are Christ’ Hands and
Feet in the World
At All Saints’ the largest portion of our funds go to
taking the Church to the people. Together, Pastoral
Care, Outreach, and Evangelism account for 53%
($121,265) of our budget. If you include the Diocesan
Assessment, 73% ($168,495) of our money flows out
from the Parish into the Anglican and wider
Community. We spend 27% of our budget on
activities related to Worship and Christian Formation.
This outward-looking attitude exists in our values and
is reflected in our spending. It is not just money
placed into the Community; we often go with the gift.
For example, our Canyon Community Dinners that are
an ecumenical effort with Our Savior Lutheran Church
(Columbia Falls), Whitefish United Methodist Church
and Columbia Falls Methodist Church, are dependent
on a small amount of money and a large amount of
Christian commitment to hospitality and service.
Members of the churches plan, prepare, and

serve a
community
Outreach is not just about
meal once a
providing services. It is also
month. The
about establishing,
dinners are
celebrating
and relishing
held at the
relationships
Canyon
Elementary
School in
Hungry Horse, Montana. Even the location of the
dinners is important. Flathead County closed the
school in the 2010-2011 school year due to low
attendance. Even now, nearly a decade later, the
discussion continues as to whether the school should
be reopened. Having the dinners at the school, and
using it as a distribution point for clothing, school
supplies and additional food, makes a statement
about how important it is to have a place where the
Community can come together amidst uncertainty
and financial stress. Since starting in 2014, over 5,000
meals have been served.
Below are some highlights of our ministry. For more
information see our full ministry narrative.

Figure 1: 2018 Budget by Ministry Activity (Rounded)

Outreach,
$42,000 ,
18%

Pastoral Care,
$60,000 , 26%

Worship,
$35,000 ,
15%
Diocesean
Assessment,
$47,000 , 19%

Christian
Formation,
$27,000 , 12%
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Evangelism,
$20,000 , 9%

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Outreach
. . .Join us in bringing relief to the downtrodden, hope to the despondent,
liberty to the captive and good news to the poor.
As a parish we most value our outreach for food sufficiency and support for homelessness and housing. On our Parish
survey, members cast 61% of their votes for these types of activities in the “top six things we do.”
We also provide support for assisted living and care homes in our area. Support for assisted living was ranked second
among all our activities, with 44% of parish members selecting it as one of their top 6 activities we do. Another area of
outreach we highly value is our outreach to people and their animals, which includes collecting pet food.

Feed the Hungry

Farm Hands—Nourish the Flathead
Blackfeet-Nourish Project
Farm to School
North Valley Food Bank
Columbia Falls Food Bank
Hungry Horse/Martin City Food Bank
Crop Walk
Community Gardens
Canyon Community Dinners

Bringing Hope to the
Despondent
Flathead Youth Home
Samaritan House
Abbie Shelter
North Valley Hospital
Habitat for Humanity
Youth Empowerment
UTO ~ ERD
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“This is the kind of place
you call for solace, not
just for money. “

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Image 3: Advent Gifts

Advent Gifts
The Advent gifts include
teddy bears for young
emergency room patients,
as well as mittens, hats and
scarves for braving our
Montana winters. For the Food
pantries, we collect food for humans. On
one Sunday, we collect food for animals.

Canyon Community Dinners
The Canyon Community Dinners began in
2014 as an outreach to those living in the
Canyon outside Glacier Park. At the festive meals, we
also distribute backpacks, shoes, school supplies,
clothing, and additional food for those in need.

Local Food Banks
Of all of our activities, addressing food sufficiency
rated highest on our Parish Survey. We help support
the North Valley Food Bank (Whitefish), Columbia
Falls Food Bank, and the Hungry Horse/Martin City
Food Bank. We participate in the annual CROP walk.

Housing Support & Homelessness
We contribute to the
efforts of shelters for
women, men and
youth. We have helped
forestall homelessness
by assisting with high
expenses due to
medical care, theft,
house fires and other
calamities.

Image 4: Chili Open

Outreach to
Care Homes
We provide many
types of services and
supports including
holding weekly
Eucharist at the largest of the facilities, Bible study,

Summer Day Camp
For over a decade, All
Saints’ has hosted camp for
youth across the
Community. Any youth
who wishes to attend is
included regardless of their
ability to pay.

Fall Backpacks
During late summer we gather
school supplies for those who
otherwise would not have them.

Grace Camp
Camp Marshall’s Grace Camp is for
children whose parents are incarcerated or
otherwise serving sentences in the
correctional system. Our members make quilts for the
campers

Knitwits
Our parishioners join others at The Springs knitting
toys, hats and scarves for those served by CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates).

Chili Open Golf Tournament
The Chili Open is a golf tournament played in the
snow for the joy and purpose of raising money for
animal ministries. In 2018 we raised over $6,000 with
around seventy folks
participating in the
weekend’s festivities

Animal Rescue
& Support
We collaborated with
The Humane Society of
Northwest Montana,
The Flathead Spay and
Neuter Task Force,
Spay Montana Friends
of the Flathead County
Animal Shelter,
Tobacco Valley Animal
Shelter, Thompson
River Animal Care
Shelter, Best Friends Animal Society and RezQ Dogs.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana
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We have a Lenten practice of assisting
local ministries in the community
throughout the entire season of Lent. In
2018 and again in 2019, we committed
to helping two local organizations, The
Abbie Shelter and Farm
Hands - Nourish the
Flathead.

pastoral care visits, and Requiem Masses
after death. Each fall, our youngest
members decorate and deliver around
eighty small pumpkins to residents for
Halloween.
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Lenten Practice

Worship
. . .we place a high value on engaging in worship that is intelligible to those new to the community,
meaningful to the members of the congregation, and filled with prayerful thoughtfulness.

Sunday
On Sundays, acolytes, chalice bearers, greeters, nursery caregivers, readers, musician, Children’s Chapel leaders, altar
guild and care groups, flower guild, the rector, and the congregation, proclaim the most visible and central act of
ministry in the Church which is worship. Currently there are two services. Because we are expanding our building,
soon there will be room for everyone to worship together.

Figure 2: Easter 2019

We have published our
sermons online since 2014

Variety of Services

Sunday, Principal & Weekday Services
Weekday & Principal Services at The Springs
Baptisms & Confirmation
Celebration of Marriage
Requiem Eucharist
Blessing of the Animals
House & Land Blessings
Service at the Time of the Loss of a Beloved Animal

Thursday

Other Services
We celebrate services like most churches including
weddings, funerals, and confirmations. We celebrate
Requiem Eucharists at care homes for residents who
have died, and we also offer house and land blessings.
On occasion, we celebrate the Service at the Time of
the Loss of a Beloved Animal, a service made available
by The Episcopal Church.
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On Wednesday, we take the Church into the
Community and celebrate Holy Eucharist at The
Springs retirement community in Whitefish. The
congregation includes people who attend on Sunday
at the church building and some who would otherwise
not be able to attend due to health or transportation
issues. A Bible Study is also held.
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Wednesday

or Noonday Prayer) is held at the church followed by
bulletin folding and seasonal Book Club offerings.

On Thursday is a noonday service (Holy Communion

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Be a Welcoming Church
We are mindful of the need to help guests feel
comfortable, knowing that we have been given an
extraordinary privilege in worshiping with them. Our
guests may include vacationers, seasonal or new people
looking for a church home. One of the ways we make
the services more user friendly is to offer a special
bulletin with the entire service printed out. For those
who prefer electronic devices we have five “tablets”
available for use with the entire service downloaded on
them, as well as a QR code sheet at hand to facilitate
downloading the bulletin to anyone’s own mobile device.

Figure 3: Blessing for People Traveling

choir, we do have a choragus which is a Greek word
meaning “one who leads a chorus or choir.” We have
recently acquired copyright access to the approved
Episcopal hymnals and look forward to expanding our
musical knowledge.

Taking the Church to the
Neighborhood
One of the more difficult issues the Christian church is
facing is an aging congregation. At All Saints’ we have
retained many of our elderly members by reaching out
to them. We do this by having services at The Springs
retirement community where we hold Wednesday
Eucharist as well as Christmas Eve and Good Friday
services. Some members have had
to move to be closer to family
and join us electronically.
There are seasonal video
greetings and over 280
sermons online.
We celebrate Requiem
Eucharists (funerals with Holy
Communion) for residents who
have died at assisted living
and extended care facilities in
Whitefish and Columbia Falls.
Having these services enable
fellow residents and members
of the staff to take part in
celebrating the resurrection and
remembering their friends, people
who have become extended family.

Name Tags

Celebrating Our Relationships with
all of God’s Creatures

Our use of name tags helps us remember we are all
members of the All Saints’ family, regardless of the
service we attend. Name tags help our guests and
seasonal members quickly feel comfortable using
names. They also help those of us with impaired or
declining cognitive skills.

We lovingly celebrate the human-animal bond. A
landmark event for us is the annual Blessing of the
Animals. Over the years people have brought an array of
God’s animal kingdom for blessing including dogs, cats,
chickens, a gecko, hamsters, and horses.

We are expanding our worship space. A great deal of
planning went into trying to discern how to affordably
expand our space to accommodate our entire
congregation. One of the important aspects was how to
address barriers for those with disabilities, such as steps
to the altar rail, sound, and lighting.

Music

We have celebrated the Service at the Time of the Loss
of a Beloved Animal that is a service offered by the
Episcopal Church due to the advocacy of our recently
retired rector, the Diocese of Montana, and the Diocese
of Utah.
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Hymn singing from the 1982 Hymnal is at the center of
our worship service. While we do not currently have a

Animals have come on their own too. We have resident
deer and a funeral was attended by a mother bear and
her two cubs.
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Configuration of Worship Space

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Christian Formation
. . . all are to respond to the call to read, mark and inwardly learn in every way
possible. We are committed to Christian Formation for all ages.

Adult Activities
Soup Suppers
Bible Study
Book Study
Lent Madness
Sermons
E-letter
Inquirers
Class

Youth Activities

Nursery
Godly Play
Children’s Chapel
Playing Piano at Communion
Service Participation
Christmas pageant
Summer Camp

Technology
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Smart Television
Videoconferencing
Sermons online
QR Code for bulletins
Service on Tablets
Facebook, YouTube

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Youth Participation
Our youth have the chance to appreciate our liturgical
life and absorb the meaning of the Eucharist by taking
an active role as ministers at the altar. They participate
as acolytes, in our Christmas Pageant, carrying the
elements to the Table, taking up the collection and
playing the piano during communion. When our
regular schedule of services and activities does not fit
in to school or extracurricular activities, we include our
young people by thinking outside the box; by having
an after school Ash Wednesday service in a home for
kids who can’t attend the noon service, or by
scheduling youth groups and other gatherings at
times that do not conflict with school and sports.

Soup Suppers
Much of our Adult Education is associated with our
Soup Suppers. Topics cover a variety of themes. Over
the years, we have focused on four areas of
stewardship as points of departure, those being
Stewardship of Self, Stewardship of the Body of Christ
or the Energy of the Parish, Stewardship of the
Environment and Stewardship of our Financial
Resources. Some years we do more in some areas and
less in others, but this is a basic framework for much
of our education. We also have a few special
programs. Last year, we confirmed and received
several members of the congregation after they
participated in our Inquirers’ Class. As another
example, in 2018, Craig Wirth, the Communications
Director for the Diocese of Utah, gave a presentation

Lent Madness
This last year, for the fifth year in a row, we did
something during Lent which has taken our
community by storm—we joined parishes around the
country in “Lent Madness.” For five Wednesday night
gatherings, we examined the lives of thirty-two saints,
finally settling on one to be the holder of the “Golden
Halo.”

Videoconferencing
All Saints’ Church has the capacity to use the
possibilities found in cyberspace for Christian
Education with the installation of a smart television in
Memorial Hall. On many occasions we’ve been able to
“call up” special videos provided by the wider church
as well as show our locally produced videos. Through
the marvels of modern communication, a few years
ago, the rector celebrated a baptism at Camp Marshall
in which one of the sponsors joined in and
participated live from northern Iraq, where she is a
photojournalist, using the internet application of Face
Time.

Bible Study
Every Wednesday morning, prior to the Holy
Eucharist, we gather at The Springs in Whitefish for
Bible Study. We are delighted that several of their
residents are regular participants.
Focused Bible Studies on specific topics for a specific
time frame are also held throughout the year. A
recent example was a 4-week study on miracles that
appear in the Gospel according to John that don't
appear in the other gospel books.

Brown Bag Book Study
During the fall, winter and spring, we have a regular
“brown bag lunch” book study each Thursday
afternoon following the Noon Eucharist. Recently
featured books include Holy Cross, Life Giving Tree, by
The Rev. Donnel O’Flynn, the Rector of Christ Church,
Kalispell and Bishop Jake Owensby’s book, Your
Untold Story – Tales of a Child of God.
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All Saints’ uses Godly Play Godly Play is a fun and
stimulating way to teach our Parish’s children. Bible
stories and general information about the way the
Church is a central part of our lives. This program
takes place within the context of Children’s Chapel,
during the first part of both services, in which the
children participate in and lead worship geared
towards people their own ages. Children’s Chapel also
prepares them for full participation in Holy
Communion when they return to the service in church
at the offertory.

on the history of our diocese as we celebrated our
150th anniversary.
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Godly Play

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Evangelism
. . .we believe in giving out of a sense of thanksgiving for the abundant gifts of God.
“Preach the Gospel daily and occasionally use words to do so.” St. Francis
We are about presenting the Church to the Upper Flathead Valley and the world as an inviting and attractive place for
worship, solace and rest. At All Saints’ they will find a congregation that is accepting, inclusive, and willing to embrace
them as fellow members of the Body Christ.
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“Let the political side of people be active in the
political venue; here, we work together to make
a radical and decisive difference to the world.”
The Rev. Canon Bradley S. Wirth
Retired Rector, All Saints’ Montana
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Our Community has weathered controversy and divisiveness in its 115-year history within the State, the Diocese, and
the Flathead Valley. We are about sharing the Church and the Good News of Jesus Christ to the World in peaceful and
loving ways. With our feet grounded in Jesus’ love at the Table, we reach out into the community as Christ’s hands.
The words in the circle are ones people spontaneously used in our Parish Survey to speak about what they loved
about our Parish and what they wanted to share with the world.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Pastoral Care
. . . We seek ways which are both traditional and novel to provide people and the
animal world the comfort of the Gospel as the verbal and visible word of God.

Figure 5: The Springs Retirement Community, Whitefish

The Ordinary and Extraordinary
Pastoral Care is about staying in touch with each
other through the regular journey of life.

Connecting Easily

continues to be important to many in our community.
Our retired rector was instrumental in The Episcopal
Church including the “Service at the Time of the Loss
of a Beloved Animal” as an occasional service.

A phone call, email or text links you to the prayer
chain and visitation.

Taking the Church to the People
The most visible manifestation of our pastoral care is
in our outreach to the local care homes including
Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care,
Nursing Homes and Hospitals.

From the Living
Church, 1964

Caring for People and their
Animals
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Over the years, our past rector built a strong ministry
to people around their pets. The human-animal bond

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Youth

We nurture people to claim a calling of ministry, understand their place in
God’s Kingdom on Earth, and their invaluable role in being the Body of Christ
Figure 6: Youth Activities
here and now.

Acolytes
Summer Day Camp

Playing at communion

Youth Group

Youth
Activities
Godly Play
Nursery, both

services

Children's Chapel

Delivering pumpkins
to care home residents

Confirmation Classes
Acolyte program for 2nd grader - high school
Youth Group for Middle and High schoolers
Helping with the Procession

Christmas Pageant

Two weeks of free day camp serving over 50 children from the area
Background checks, training, safeguarding policies for helpers who work with kids

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana
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Outreach Projects, such as food bank drive, nursing home visits, helping with Canyon Community Dinners
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Seasonal activities, gatherings, celebrations, after school Ash Wednesday, Easter Egg Hunt, Christmas activities

Our Building and Grounds
We are blessed to own a healthy building and land. Many churches struggle with aging buildings that sap resources
and grounds that are not conducive to their Parish’s’ current ministry. We struggled successfully together through
those issues at the end of the 20th century and now, a quarter century into the 21st century, we have the right place
and the right buildings for our church family. We have space, and we have traditions, and we have space to expand
which is currently underway.

Our Campus

Memorial Hall
(Parish Hall)

Our 10-acre campus includes two buildings, memorial
gardens, stations of the cross, forested and
landscaped areas, with a picnic area and a field that
hosts winter golf and summer Frisbee golf.

Property Value
Picnic Area
Paved Drive &
Parking

The tax value, which is usually close to the market
value in our County, is $533,264. This represents
values of $299,270 for the buildings and $223,994 for
the land. The estimate for the addition is $400,000
which will bring the total value to just about $1.0M

Winter Golf,
Summer Frisbee
Golf Course

Church building

Image 6: Winter Golf
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Memorial Garden

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Building Expansion
. . . With money in hand, we move forward
We set out to raise
$400,000 and quickly
raised $420,000.

Our
bears

Image 9: Worship Expansion Location
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Image 8: Clearing for Office Addition

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

. . . We will have a sanctuary large enough for us to celebrate services together
and room for activities and a plan for the future as our needs change. . .
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Image 10: Building Plan

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Although the Episcopal Church oﬃcially came to
Montana in 1867, almost forty years passed before it
arrived in Columbia Falls (1901) and Whiteﬁsh (1905).1
Our 115-year history is rich; we are blessed to have
people serving in leadership positions who were born,
baptized, married, and retired here.
The Parish merged from two missions—Columbia Falls
(1901) and Whitefish (1906)—established when the
population was just 1018 people. After 88 years as
missions, the two congregations petitioned the
diocese to be a yoked parish. The goal was to hire a
rector directly rather than have Diocesan-appointed
vicars. Although the population increased seven-fold
to 7,500 people by 1990, it was a bold move.
Part of the finance scheme was to operate a carousel
in Depot Park in the resort town of Whitefish. While
the carousel never reached its promise, the
congregations were able to support their priests and
thrived under parish status.

Image 11: Moving from Whitefish to Conn Road

Image 12: The Carousel

In 2005, after struggling with two failing, landlocked
buildings, the two parishes merged into one. The
church building in Columbia Falls and the rectory in
Whitefish were sold and in 2007, the Whitefish church
building went on walkabout and ended up on our
current 10-acre campus, which is exactly halfway
between the old locations.
Since that time our average Sunday attendance has
been steady, but our membership has grown. About
half of our regular attendees have joined us in the
past decade. Some of our oldest members attend
services held during the week at The Springs
retirement community in Whitefish. Others attend less
frequently or view the service on the internet. Even
those who have had to move away remain connected
to us through the newsletter or seasonal attendance.
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Here is a brief history of our Parish. For a more
detailed history please see the companion document,
All Saints’ Parish Profile Supplement on the All Saints’
Rector Search page.
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Who We Are

Figure 8: Age Distribution of Respondents

Our Data

We used four sources: Parochial Reports, headcounts,
a Parish Survey and the Pew Research Center Religion
in Public Life.2 A total of 77 surveys were collected
representing 50% of communicants in good standing
(CGS) and about 80% of regularly attendees. Sixtyseven (87%) included comments totaling nearly 9,000
words, almost 30 pages in 12-point font.

60%

Membership & ASA

20%

50%
40%

National

30%

All Saints

10%

Most members live in the area full-time, year around.
A group of “active others” meet the definition of CGS
but are on the rolls of other churches. We have ties
with members who have moved but stay connected or
who are seasonal or frequent visitors. Similarly, our
Average Sunday Attendance (ASA) does not capture
who we are. We “take the church into the
neighborhood” holding services at the largest
retirement community on Wednesday, Good Friday
and Christmas Eve. This service is the principal service
of the week for attendees who for reasons of health
are not able to travel to the Church on Sunday.

0%

Millennial

Greatest

We are Tech Savvy
We are a people of computers and email.
When given multiple opportunities to
complete the survey on paper as well as
online, 80% of the people used the online
method. This parallels our use of our enewsletter, sermons online and the
website.

200

150

100

“This Place”

50

CGS

CGS + Active
Others

Ave Sun
Attend

Ave Sun +
Wed Attend

214

150

171

79

91

Gender & Age
We have more women (57%) than men (43%) who are
CGS, seasonal or frequent visitors.
We cluster around the Boomer and Silent generations,
reflecting our area’s popularity for active retirement.
Compared to the national attendance, our CGS are
older. Our average age is 66 (median 69, mode 70).

Most respondents lived in the area (n=61,
73%) although there was a group of
seasonal respondents (n = 9, 10%) and a
31
few respondents (≤5) who reported
moving away but still feeling connected or being
frequent visitors.

Children

Tourists are attracted to this place because they want
to see its grandeur and to experience its unique
wildness. They want to be deeply touched by the spirit
of the Mountains. Some liken it to the “thin places”
Ireland and Scotland where the “veil” between the
physical and spiritual worlds is “thin.” Living here, 120

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana
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Baptized
Members

Page

Number of People

Silent

In our survey, 79% of people reported being married
or in a relationship. Most live with a spouse only.
Fifteen percent (15%) reported children in the home
and about 10% reported having an elder at home or
under their care. About 10% lived alone.

250

Series1

Boomer

Relationship Status

Figure 7: Membership and Attendance

0

Gen x

The average Episcopalian is age 57 and the average U.S. Christian is 46.

miles from the nearest Interstate, requires a special
commitment. The weather can be harsh, the cost of
living can be high, employment may be limited, and
access to urban things simply does not exist. Those
who are committed here as residents, seasonal or
frequent visitors share an important “sense of place,”
that “intrinsic character of a place, or the meaning
people give to it, but, more often, a mixture of both”.3
For many of the respondents, their sense of place is a
reference point, a permanent position, socially and
topographically, that defines our identity.4

Figure 10: Attendance Frequency

Occasionally
n = 9; 13%
About Half
the Time
n = 11; 16%

Financial Contributions

Regularly
n = 50; 71%

We have 63 pledging units in 2019. The average
annual pledge is $3,387, which is greater than most
Episcopal churches across the county. According to
our Survey, 70% of people who reported pledging
made contributions to the building fund and almost
half also made multiple other financial contributions.

Membership Change

100

From 2007 to 2017, the number of Baptized
Members increased from 170 to 215 but ASA is
relatively stable at about 80 per week. The data
suggest new people are joining All Saints’ and
perhaps some of the oldest members are declining in
attendance but are still connected to the church.
There was some member-ship loss to death but the
difference in membership does not easily align with
the survey respondents reported number of years of
membership without allowing for the loss of active
attendance by members who have aged or moved
away.

Percent Giving

80
60
40
20
0

Figure 11: Membership & Attendance 2007-2017

Figure 9: Types of Financial Contributions

Time Traveled to Church
200
160
120
80
40
0
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Year
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The majority of survey respondents reported regular
attendance (n = 50; 71%). Just over 90% (n = 70)
reported attendance consistent with being CGS. The
respondents were split equally between the 9 am
(47%) and 11 am service (48%) A few respondents
(≤5) attend weekday services only. Few people
attended weekday services (75% rarely or never).
However, a subset attends often (n = 9, 12%),

Worshop Attendance
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Frequency of Attending

Baptized Members
240
Membership/Ave Attendance

Most traveled between 10 and 30 minutes to reach All
Saints’ services in good weather. We make statistically
significantly longer commutes to church compared to
national data regardless of rural or urban residence.5
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Attendance by Location & Years Attending
All Saints’ was created in 2007 from a merger of Holy
Nativity in Whitefish and St. Matthew’s in Columbia
Falls. Over half (n = 41, 55%) of the people
responding to the Survey have joined since the two
parishes merged in 2007. Most of the remaining
people (n = 34; 45%) attended either Holy Nativity in
Whitefish or St Matthew’s in Colombia Falls although
a few attended all three locations across the years.

There are a few people who have been part of the
Parish for their whole lives and 12 people (16%) have
attended more than 25 years. The fact that over 50%
of respondents report commencing attendance at All
Saints’ within the last 12 years indicates that All Saints’
is attracting new members. There are increases in the
20 to 40-year-old age groups and in the 60 to 79year-old age groups.

Figure 12: Attendance by Location

AS + Holy
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Figure 13: Years of Attendance
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What We Seek In A Priest.
Good Preaching

All Saints’ texted:

Parishioners were asked to select up to 6 things they
most desired in a new rector using a list from the
book Rector Transitions6. The most important
characteristic people desired was good preaching. It
accounted for 13.7% of votes cast with 79% of people
selecting it in their top six. We are accustomed to
well-designed sermons and expect them in the future.

1. Good Preaching
2. Pastoral Care
3. Worship
4. Church Growth & Development
5. Counseling
6. (tie) Outreach, Youth Group Development

Other Top Characteristics

People expected the sermons to follow the Common
Lectionary, be brief (< 20 minutes), scholarly and

The 2nd ranked quality was pastoral care which was at
9.9% (selected by 57%). Following preaching and
pastoral care are worship, church growth and
development, counseling, outreach and youth group
development. Some of the items that ranked lower
are currently well provided for by lay leaders such as
youth Christian education or recently accomplished
items such as capital development funding.

theologically strong. We are used to having the
sermons posted online with a text copy available prior
to the service. Some people use the text copy to assist
with their auditory and cognitive comprehension.

Figure 14: Rank Order of Desired Rector Qualities
Cumulative
Percent

Percent
in Pick 6

Rank

Preaching –make scripture relevant to people’s lives through clarity in
preaching.
Pastoral Care –care for people so that they feel nurtured, including hospital,
nursing home, hospice and home visitation.
Worship – plan and conduct worship services as a central event of the
congregation.
Church Growth and Development –reshape existing programs and introduce
new ones.

61

1

13.7%

14%

79%

44

2

9.9%

24%

57%

35

3

7.8%

31%

45%

32

4

7.2%

39%

42%

Counseling –help parishioners with problems, both personal and spiritual.
Outreach –inspire parishioners to serve persons in need outside of the
congregation.
Youth Group Development - inspire young people and incorporate them into
the full life and ministry of the church.
Theology –demonstrate and impart a disciplined understanding of biblical and
historical revelation and the recognition of God’s activity in the world.
Spiritual Growth –lead others in the formation and development of a deeper
spiritual life.

31

5

7.0%

46%

40%

30

6

6.7%

52%

39%

30

6

6.7%

59%

39%

29

8

6.5%

65%

38%

28

9

6.3%

72%

36%

Crisis Ministry –provide care to people at critical points in their lives.

27

10

6.1%

78%

35%

Adult Christian Education –develop programs of adult Christian Education.

18

11

4.0%

82%

23%

Administration –manage the affairs of the parish.
Social Justice Ministry –help parishioners become aware of, understand and
address social issues.

17

12

3.8%

86%

22%

15

13

3.4%

89%

19%

14

14

3.1%

92%

18%

13

15

2.9%

95%

17%

11

16

2.5%

98%

14%

Music Ministry –support ministry through a comprehensive music program.

8

17

1.8%

99%

10%

Capital Development –organize and lead a capital development campaign.

≤5

18

≤1%

100%

≤5%

Youth Christian Education –develop programs of your Christian Education.
Conflict Management and Resolution –understand and work with systems and
groups in conflict.
Stewardship –lead and inspire in the development and use of individual and
congregational resources.
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We Look Forward to
Welcoming New Clergy
Many survey respondents noted that transitions could
be difficult but that they were eager to meet our new
clergy and more than willing to be patient before and
after the hire for us all to “get used to each other.”
People were cognizant of the many challenges clergy
face, particularly in rural communities. Respondents
wanted someone who was action oriented but did not
expect, or desire, that the rector do all of the things
that needed to be done. They were eager to be
supportive and contribute in meaningful ways to
prevent burnout for clergy and lay leaders.
Nearly 39% of survey respondents said they wanted to
become more involved at the church. One of our
future tasks may be to try to figure out how to find
places for those people to discover, cultivate and use
their gifts in shared ministry.

We Do Not Know What We
Will Become But We Do
Know What We Don’t
Want To Lose
Embedded in many comments was the recognition of
things that we value. In a nutshell, people wanted to
continue to be a welcoming place where they felt like
they worshiped with a church family rather than
strangers. They wanted to embrace the current
traditions but also add new ones. People consistently
said they wanted someone who was intelligent and a
good preacher and teacher. They wanted to retain the
parish as a place they perceived as having an
awareness of individuals and a personal touch even if
we changed rectors, reorganization of our activities,
and despite the number and ages of our membership.

Figure 15: Future Level of Involvement
Decrease/No
Answer
3%

25

Maintain
58%
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Image 13: Sunrise at a Parishioner’s Home
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Financial Information
Growing Giving
Since 2007 the giving at All Saints’ has grown steadily
far outstripping both cost of living and inflationary
changes. There was a big jump in 2007 in plate and
pledge that corresponded with the move from two
parishes to one combined parish ($130K to $170K). It
has continued to increase across the remainder of the

Figure 16: Diocese Report of Participation & Giving

decade rising to $232K in 2018. Pledges and an
estimate of plate offerings point to an annual budget
of $245K for 2019.
In addition to plate and pledge, All Saints’ has a
history of substantial giving in outreach surpassing
many larger churches in both percentage of outreach
money raised and in actual dollars raised.

Capital Expenditures
In 2007 we took a $650,000 loan to pay the property
to combine the two churches. The proceeds from the
sale of the two properties were expected to offset the
cost of the new campus. Coordinating the move to a
new location between the parishes was fraught with
problems. Building costs were unexpectedly high, the
septic system was delayed, environmental toxins from
a nearby business were found at our old site, and the
move spanned the highs and lows of the 2008 Great
Recession. Despite these setbacks, the Parish endured,
the land was finally sold, and the loan was retired in
2015. In 2018 the Parish set out to raise $400,000 for
the expansion of the existing facility and quickly
raised $420,000.
Figure 17: Plate & Pledge, Total Revenue, Diocesan Assessment & Outreach 2014-2019
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2018

$236,478

$412,081

$47,074

$44,276

2017

$234,841

$274,083

$41,797

$30,766

2016

$210,091

$243,460

$39,865

$61,302

2015

$207,615

$266,673

$35,962

$43,422

2014

$213,206

$270,110

$42,324

$49,256
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By The Numbers
Detail

Number

Current average Sunday Attendance

79

Current average Weekly attendance (all services)

94

Active Members

215

Active Others (seasonal, frequent visitors, etc.)

85

Communicants in Good Standing

151

Typical number of communions per year

4992

Number of Eucharists at The Springs in a typical year

50

Number of worshipers comfortably accommodated in the pews

72

Number of worshipers comfortably accommodated in the pews with building expansion underway

112

Largest attendance in recent memory (2015, funeral)

250

Second largest attendance in recent memory (2017, Christmas Pageant)

178

Number of Children in Christmas Pageant

30

Pledging units, 2019

63

Average Annual Pledge 2019

$3,387

Average Annual Pledge TEC estimated for 2019 (based on 2017 data)

$2,995

Number of Episcopal Provinces that have an average pledge greater than ours
Percent of pledging units who gave additionally to building fund
Percent pledging units who also gave to building fund, plate offering, special events, & outreach
Number of Dollars Raised for Building expansion 2018
Number of bears attending funeral

1
70%
52%
$420,000
3

Number of acres in on campus

10

Number of Canyon Dinners Served

4000

Pounds of dog food collected 2017-2018

2300

Number of sermons available online

280

Number of Video greetings online

22

Number of dollars raised for outreach in addition to budget in 2018
Number of original plays or dramatic readings

$25,561
12
1240

Page

27

Views of our own Tri-Pawd Studio Chili Open Promotional Videos 2015-2019 on YouTube
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Our Home

© Carl Thomas

Image 14: Map of Northern Flathead Valley
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Kalispell

Our Place in the World
As a parish, we have a strong sense of place. We live
at the intersection of the wild and built environments.
The Northern Flathead Valley is home to vibrant
towns, rich forests, a verdant valley, breathtakingly
beautiful lakes and streams ringed by mountains that
are the stuff of other people’s dreams. Each day we
wake up and live and move and have our being in a
place that is on most people’s bucket list.
In God, we have a stewardship relationship this place,
both recipients and creators of its abundance. For
many of us, we are this place and this place is who we
are. Its wildness defines and defends and nurtures us
when we are here and when we travel out into the
world. It is at the core of our spirituality. It is, as J.B.
Jackson writes, “a permanent position in both the
social and topographical sense,” that gives us our
identity.7 Many of us experience it as a holy place that
takes our breath away and we hear God’s whisper,
“you are standing on holy ground.” As a redeemed
people, as Jesus’ friends, unlike Moses who was
instructed to come no closer,8 we have the right to
approach and we are awed.

Image 15: Big Horn Sheep at the Arches in Glacier

Whitefish
Whitefish (2018 pop 7,870) is located at the head of
the Flathead Valley on the shores of Whitefish Lake
abutting the world-class Whitefish Mountain Ski
Resort. The Whitefish Chamber of Commerce says it
full of the “friendliest Montana folks – and business
owners – that you’ll ever want to meet. Whether
you’re looking for a great place to raise a family, run a
business, enjoy your retirement years or simply take a
well-deserved vacation, look no further.” The public
schools in Whitefish are highly rated (NICHE)9
Over the past few years, Whitefish has occasionally
found itself faced with the divisive politics of our time.
As a community, we seek to rise above and choose to
work together for good.

Other Towns in Our Area
To the east of Columbia Falls, along the highway to
Glacier National Park lie the towns of Hungry Horse
(pop 518), Martin City (pop 500), Coram (pop 538)
and West Glacier/Apgar (pop 227). North of Columbia
Falls is the town of Polebridge, which has a summer
population of over 200 and a winter population of less
than 50. To the west of Whitefish is the town of Olney
(pop 191).

Columbia Falls
Columbia Falls (2018 pop 5,575) is known as the
Gateway to Glacier National Park. It is home to a
thriving wood products industry as well as innovative
manufacturing businesses. As their Chamber of
Commerce says, “it is at the edge of the wilderness,
where the sparkling Flathead River flows from Bad
Rock Canyon and meanders along the edge of
Columbia Falls, where hometown hospitality and
original small-town flare are the norm.”

More Than You Expect
While our population is not large, we enjoy many of
the things that are associated with much larger areas.
We may not have shopping malls but we have 54
restaurants in Whitefish alone, 50 of which rate 4 or
more stars on Trip Advisor. Our three “fine dining”
restaurants together have garnered 1800 reviews and
an average of 4 ½ stars. Interestingly, there are fine
dining restaurants without the official labels because
their menu prices are below the expected threshold
compared to urban venues, not because they are
lacking in trained chefs or creative menus.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

29

Our Towns
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Figure 18: N. Flathead County Population & Estimates
1890-2030

We are well known outdoor recreation but we also
have arts and music and museums and architecture.

Columbia Falls (66.5%) and Whitefish (68.3%) than it is
in Montana (63.1%) and the US (62.9%).

We enjoy the fact that our traffic jams coincide with
when the Ski Mountain closes for the day or when
Glacier National Park visitors are sated with beauty
and head in to our towns for dinner and a good
nights sleep in one of our many hotels (Whitefish has
45 and Columbia Falls has 14). Thousands of other
people find a place to lay their head in one of the over
500 vacation rentals of the many area B & Bs.

Median household income is higher at the County
($51,410) level than Columbia Falls ($44,247) or
Whitefish ($49,870) but per capita income is highest in
Whitefish ($36,666 vs $28,379). Poverty is at or below
the national (12.3%) and state (12.5%) average in

Figure 20: Median Home Costs & Income
Whitefish (10.4%) and Columbia Falls (12.5%).

Population
Demographics
For more information on demographics and cost of
living, please see the companion document, All Saints’
Parish Profile Supplement on the All Saints’ Rector
Search page.
The population of the Northern Flathead County is
15,446. The average household size is just over 2
people (CF, 2.16; WF, 2.11); smaller than the national
average (2.6). It is not racially or linguistically diverse.
There are fewer persons under age 18 in Columbia
Falls (20%) and Whitefish (16%) than in Montana or
the nation (22%). People over 65 are greater in
number in Whitefish and Columbia Falls (18%) which
is higher than the national average of 16%. There are
more veterans in Columbia Falls (11.9%) and Whitefish
(10.6%) than there are nationally (6.6%).
Columbia Falls and Kalispell exceed the national
average for some college or Associates of Arts
degrees. More than half (53.4%) of Whitefish residents
have at least a bachelor’s degree, one third or which
are in science, agriculture or technology.
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The cost of living in the area is about 10% above the
national average, due largely to housing. A $50,000
income in is equivalent to $42,000 nationally.
In addition to higher housing costs, food is about 7%
higher than the national average. One food basket
item that is higher per pound than the national
average is coffee. While there are no data on market
share, it is possible we spend more to support our
local coffee roaster, Montana Coffee Traders.
Transportation and utilities are lower as is healthcare,
which is 5% less than the national average.

Figure 21: Cost of Living Comparison
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The unemployment rates compare similarly to the
state and national rates (CF, 3.6%; WF 3.8%). However,
the labor-force participation is higher in both
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Figure 19: Educational Attainment of Residents

Cost of Living

Housing Cost

Travel to the Area

Housing is higher than the national average but less
than similar communities. As the Figure 20 shows, the
value of living in the area compares well to other
areas where there are similar recreational activities
and to most urban areas.

Here are highlights of travel and our activities. For
more information, please see the companion
document, All Saints’ Parish Profile Supplement on the
All Saints’ Rector Search page.
While located 130 miles from the nearest Interstate (I90, Missoula), the Northern Valley is easily assessable
by U.S. Highway 93 from the south or by air and rail.
Glacier Park International Airport is located five miles
to the south of All Saints’ about halfway between
Columbia Falls and Whitefish. GPI is the fourth busiest
airport in Montana with a total of 612,607 on/off
boardings in 2018. The airport is serviced by Delta/Sky
West, United Airlines, Alaska Airlines, American
Airlines and Allegiant. Year-round direct flights travel
to Seattle, Salt Lake City, Minneapolis/St Paul, Las
Vegas and Denver. Seasonal flights
go to Portland, San Francisco,
Oakland, Los Angeles, Chicago,
Atlanta, Dallas and Phoenix/Mesa.

Whitefish Station Train
& Bus

Image 16: Flying into GPI Airport
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The Amtrak Empire Builder passes
through Whitefish twice per day en
route between Chicago and
Portland/Seattle. The Grayhound
Bus arrives daily.
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There is an increased interest in affordable housing,
particularly in Whitefish where median housing costs
are the highest ($321,000 vs $257,700 in Columbia
Falls). The rapid growth of the area (Columbia Falls
City 18.4% and Whitefish City, 23.1% 2010-2019)
along with the general affluence of a large sector of
purchasers has pushed the market toward building
more expensive houses. The city governments as well
as concerned citizens are stepping up to address
housing options.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

Recreational Activities
We are known for our recreational activities including
Whitefish Ski Mountain, Whitefish Lake, and Glacier
National Park. There are opportunities for horseback
riding, rafting, winter snowmobiling, camping, hiking
and not to mention world-class fishing.

Glacier National Park
With over 700 miles of trails, Glacier National Park is a
hiker's paradise. Glacier is filled with pristine forests,
alpine meadows, rugged mountains, and spectacular
lakes. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) built the
famous Going-to-the-Sun Road which lets everyone
experience breathtaking alpine views regardless of
physical ability.

Image 17: Glacier National Park

snowfall of 300 inches and over 3,000 acres of terrain,
there is plenty of space. A total of 14 lifts serve 105
trails with a vertical drop of 2,353 feet. Children under
6 ski free; Juniors and Super Seniors (70+) receive
discounts. There is a free S.N.O.W bus that runs
between the Mountain and the town of Whitefish.
In the summer the multi-age focus continues in its
biking program which includes a special bike park for
children ages 2-6. Mountain biking thrives and there
is an alpine slide. Other activities include tubing, Zip
line tours, an Aerial Adventure Park (for youths and
adults) and the Spider Monkey Mountain for youth 412. Hiking is also popular with many people taking
advantage of the chairlift ride to the top.

Whitefish Lake
Whitefish Lake is a naturally occurring lake and was
named for its abundance of whitefish, (epɫx̣ʷy̓u in
Salish). It has a surface area of 5.2 square miles, 5.8
miles long and 1.4 miles wide. There are two State
parks on the lake, Whitefish Lake State Park and
Les Mason State Park which has a 585 ft sand and
gravel lakeshore. There also is the popular City
Beach.

Whitefish Trail

In addition to the Winter Golf and Frisbee Golf course
on the All Saints’ Episcopal Church property, there are
4 Disk Golf courses located in the area. If you prefer
your golf with a ball rather than a disk, there are 13
courses open to public play and 2 private courses in
Northwest Montana. Ten of the courses are less than
20 miles from the Church. Meadow Lake Golf Resort
(CF, 18-holes), Whitefish Lake Golf Course (WF, 36
holes), Northern Pines, (Kalispell, 18-holes), and
Glacier View Golf Course (West Glacier, 18-holes) are
the four closest to the Church.

Whitefish Mountain Resort
In 2017 and again in 2018, Whitefish Mountain was
ranked in the top 10 of the best overall resorts in the
West among Ski Magazine’s annual reader rankings
and was one of Ski Magazine’s 2019 “Resorts of the
Year” for overall satisfaction.10 With an average annual

WAG Dog Park
The dog park in Whitefish is not just a dog park. It
consistently is rated as one of the top dog parks in the
United States. The 5 acre park has a fully accessible
trail for people but the enclosed pond is for dogs
only. There is wide open space, an agility park, a
small/shy dog area and a dog-wash at the entrance.

Arts & Events
Winter Carnival (Whitefish) is a 60 years old winter
festival. Cabin Fever Days (Martin City) has been held
in February for over 40 years. The Family Forestry
Expo (Trumbull Creek Educational Forest) is
celebrating its 30th year in 2019.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana
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The Whitefish Legacy Partners and the City of
Whitefish oversee 42 miles of natural surface trails
with 12 trailheads. In addition to building and
maintaining trails, WLP supports several youth
programs, including kids summer programs and
conservation activities. One of the unique activities
of WLP is its conversion of public and private land
into protected conservation acres through trading and
donations from public and private individuals and
companies. While they are popular with visitors, about
two thirds of the use of the trail system is by locals
who use the trails an average of 1.8 times per week.11

Heritage Days (Columbia Falls) is held each July to
celebrate the town’s history and heritage.

Image 19: Rainbow Over Kalispell Kreamery

Image 18: Ski Jouring at Winter Carnival

The Whitefish Adult Hockey Association sponsors 35
adult hockey leagues year-round. The Stumptown Ice
Den is open year-round and hosts adult and youth
hockey, public skating and figure skating. Whitefish
has been home to a baseball team since 1960. The
Glacier Twins captured the Western Division
Championship in 2018. The Wave Aquatic and Fitness
Center, a non-profit, community based center,
includes swimming activities for tots to seniors
including competitive swimming.

Farm to Table
Both Columbia Falls and Whitefish have seasonal
farmers markets that include food sales and other
activities. The Columbia Falls Farmers Market is on
Thursday evenings mid-May through September. The
Whitefish Farmers Market is on Tuesday night. Both
are free to attend and include food trucks, live music,
crafts and Made in Montana venders and activities.

Education
Flathead Valley Community
College
FVCC is located on the northern end of Kalispell, just
12 miles from the Church. It is a two-year college that
awards the Associates degree and technical programs
in over 50 fields. Bachelors degrees are possible
through partnerships with Montana colleges. There
are programs for free tuition. In the past 18 months
FVCC raised $18M in support of the school.

Elementary and High Schools in
Flathead County
There are a total of 16,473 students enrolled in public
(14,493) and private (4,761 including 306 home
schools) schools in Flathead county. Based on grades
from Niche, our schools are above average, earning
ratings from B- to a high of A+. The Whitefish School
District is home to the Center for Sustainability and
Entrepreneurship, a net-zero facility, which provides
educational experiences in energy, agriculture,
forestry, natural resources and entrepreneurship.
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Whitefish Theater Company began in 1978, and
opened I.A. O’Shaughnessy Center 1998. They mount
12 to 15 productions per year. The Alpine Theater
Project was founded in 2004 by three Broadway
veterans. Frommer's Budget Travel Magazine, named
ATP as one of the attractions that make Whitefish,
Montana "One of the Top 10 Coolest Small Towns in
America. Festival Amadeus (Whitefish). spans two
weekends and the week between with live opera,
chamber and orchestral music Under the Big Sky
Music Festival (Whitefish) is a summer, outdoor music
festival.

There are at least eight community supported
agriculture CSAs programs. Most have drop offs at the
Whitefish and Columbia Falls Farmers markets. Local
eggs come from Half-Moon Egg Farm in Columbia
Falls and milk comes from Kalispell Kreamery: Every
cow at Kalispell Kreamery was born at Kalispell
Kreamery. Local meat is available from Farm to Market
Pork & Beef south of Whitefish or in Columbia Falls at
the Montana Jerky Company and the Perfect Cuts
Specialty Meat Shop. While the fish are imported from
the coasts, just a hop and a skip from the Church is
the Flathead Fish and Seafood Company. In the lower
Valley is the Native Fish Keepers, Inc., of the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.

State, National and Olympic
Champions
Columbia Falls High School is the 13-year state Class
AA champion in Speech and Debate. The Whitefish
High Boys soccer team was Class AA champions in
2018.
Whitefish has more Olympic medals than some
countries (2 gold, 2 silver and a bronze). Dallas Long, a
member of All Saints’ parish, is our summer Olympian
(US Men’s Track and Field, 1960, 1964). We have been
home to three winter Olympians. Tommy Moe grew
up here and now lives in Wyoming and Alaska (US
Men’s Ski Team, 1994). Two still call Whitefish their
home: Hillary Lindh (US Woman’s Ski Team 1988,
1992 1996) and Maggie Voisin the youngest person
ever to be on the US Ski team at age 15 (US Ski &
Snowboard Teams, 2014 and 2018). The Flathead
Valley Ski Education Foundation sustains competitive
skiing for tots to super-seniors where Lindh is
currently a coach.

Image 20: Ctr for Sustainability & Entrepreneurship

Kalispell Regional Medical Center
KRMC is rated 9% higher than the national average of
hospitals and is recognized for surgery excellence in
spine and orthopedic surgery.12 Some of their
specialized programs include:







A comprehensive, accredited cancer program,
A wide range of orthopedic services
A Neuroscience and Spine Institute
A gynecological surgery program
A comprehensive cardiovascular program
A Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)

North Valley Hospital (WF)
North Valley Hospital is known locally as the “resort
hospital” because it has a feel more like a resort hotel
than a hospital. But don’t let the beautiful views and
comfortable family accommodations fool you, NV is a
real hospital where patients are first. Healthgrades
awarded North Valley their top patient experience
award in 2019.13 There is a da Vinci robotic surgical
center at North Valley. There is a sliding scale surgical
discount program for those in need.

Montana Center for Laser Dentistry
Figure 22: Types of Employment

There are several large primary care clinics that accept
private insurance, Medicare and Medicaid. The
Shephard’s Hand is a nonprofit, free clinic open ever
Monday night. A free community meal is served at
5:30 and medical services begin after the meal.
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The Montana Center for Laser Dentistry in
collaboration with the Arizona Center for Laser
Dentistry, discovered and patented the use of lasers
to remove biofilm from root canal systems. Today
lasers are integrated across the practice from dental
hygiene to surgery.

Veterinary Care
There are 10 licensed veterinarians in Columbia Falls
and 11 in Whitefish who specialize in large or small
animals. Glacier Animal Hospital (CF) provides routine
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The Flathead Valley is a destination medical location
with two hospitals and over 400 physicians.
Integrative and wholistic medicine are common
attending to physical, mental and spiritual health. The
medical spa industry attracts people who want to
vacation and receive care. For more information
please see the companion document, All Saints’ Parish
Profile Supplement on the All Saints’ Rector Search
page.

Whitefish

Page

Medical Care

Percent Employed

National

The Northern Flathead Valley is home to multiple
independent living, assisted living, memory care, and
nursing homes. The largest of these is The Springs in
Whitefish, which provides independent and assisted
living along with memory care. The Montana State
Veterans Home is located in Columbia Falls. Beehive
Homes of Columbia Falls, and Beehive Homes of
Kalispell provide small, home-like living facilities.
Invigorate Post Acute of Whitefish provides
rehabilitation and skilled nursing care.

For detailed information about employment
opportunities, please see the companion document,
All Saints’ Parish Profile Supplement on the All Saints’
Rector Search page.
Although known primarily for its recreational
opportunities that afford a variety of paid and
volunteer positions, the Flathead Valley is also home
to professional opportunities with some large and
some small and innovative businesses. Below is an
incomplete list of some of our larger or more unique
businesses. In general, Columbia Falls has more
manufacturing and Whitefish has more Healthcare
positions. On the front-line of tourism, Whitefish has
more accommodation and food service positions
while Columbia Falls has more retail trade.
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Senior Living

Employment
Opportunities

Page

small animal care as well as emergency care for
people traveling in the area. Whitefish Animal Hospital
is a large, AAHA accredited animal hospital.
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The Episcopal Diocese of
Montana

Clergy

Bishop-Elect

Searching

The Rev. Martha (Marty) Stebbins

Staff

Transition Minister

Parish Office Administrator: Shawn Sloan
Christian Formation Minister/Children & Youth:
Cynthia Benkelman

Vestry
Senior Warden: Leif Peterson
Junior Warden: Grace Benkelman
Treasurer: Carl Thomas
Clerk: Kathy Thomas
Cynthia Benkelman
Betsy Paugh
Shawn Sloan
Heidi Sobczak
Church Location:
2048 Conn Road
Columbia Falls, MT
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1923
Whitefish, MT 59937

The Rev. Canon J. Christopher Roberts
Diocesan Location
St. Peter’s Episcopal Cathedral
511 Park Street
Helena, MT
Mailing Address
P. O. Box 2020
Helena, MT 59624
Phone: 406-580-1783
Website: www.diomontana.com
Email Transition Minister: mtcto@diomontana.com
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt
Youtube:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA
Website: www.allsaintsmt.org
Church email: allsaintsmt@gmail.com
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Endnotes
Thanks also go to our Parish Administrator extraordinaire, Shawn
Sloan for her photos.
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We are grateful to Carl Thomas, our vestry member and treasurer for
his many gifts, including his spectacular Glacier National Park photos.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Whitefish/Columbia Falls, Montana

