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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 

In this issue  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“Happy Spring!” which, of course, is a funny way to begin a letter concerning 
Lent written as we are in the middle of winter and getting ready to turn the cal-
endar page to February. But “Lent,” from the old English word, “lencten,” at one 
point, meant the season of spring.  And over the years, as is the case with words, 
its meaning changed from the time in which we started to notice the grass grow-
ing again, to be the liturgical season prior to Easter.  And even that has changed 
over the years.  

Today we have forty days of special observance comprising the Mondays 
through Saturdays from Ash Wednesday to the evening of the Eve of Easter 
when we celebrate the Easter Vigil.  (It is always important to note that the Sun-
days that occur in Lent are not days of special observation in terms of fast-
ing.  All Sundays, regardless of where they are found in the year, are known in 
some circles as “little Easters.”  So if you are giving up chocolate for Lent, make 
sure that on the Sundays, you indulge and have that Hershey Bar you’ve wanted 
all week long.  Having the candy is part of a “feasting” discipline.) 

Lent, in its earliest days, during the first couple of centuries of the church, was a 
very intense time of fasting that lasted forty hours.  And then sometime between 
the early fourth and sixth century, it moved to lasting forty days starting on 
“Quadragesima” or the fortieth day with the fasting a bit more relaxed.  It wasn’t 
until Gregory the Great who flourished in the late sixth century, and who died in 
the year 604, that we had Ash Wednesday beginning Lent.  As well, he was the 
one who started the practice of placing ashes on the foreheads of people coming 
to church on that day.  But what was most important about starting the season on 
Ash Wednesday was that doing so purposely removed the Sundays as days of 
fasting.  So if you wonder why you get to have the above mentioned candy bar 
on the way home from church, thank Pope Gregory.  

Lent is a time of self examination and repentance.  It is not a time of feeling mis-
erable and guilty.  Instead, using the days of Lent to engage in repentance means 
employing a discipline in which you notice where you have gone off the tracks 
of a right relationship with those who share your life, as well as with God, and 
getting things back in order.  To that end, it can be a very joyous and 
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RECTOR’S LETTER  (CONT’D) 

immensely productive time.  It can be a season of personal growth and seeing light where there was dark-
ness.  It can be fresh and invigorating.  When you think about it, in a way, it turns out it can be exactly 
like spring, a joyful spring.  

May you have a very blessed Lent, a happy Lent. 

Faithfully yours, 

Bradley 

ALL SAINTS’ COMMUNITY  LENTEN DISCIPLINE-SUPPORT OF THE FLATHEAD 
YOUTH HOME 

On Sunday, February 14th, the First Sunday in Lent, we will have a very special guest share the sermon 
time with Bradley.  Ms. Kiera Lake, a remarkable person who had a childhood and adolescent years 
which for most of us would be simply unimaginable, will tell of how the Flathead Youth Home in Ka-
lispell was literally life saving for her at a time in which she needed what most of us think as common 
place, a safe home and people who cared.  Bradley and Senior Warden Barbara Grove met with Kiera 
and with the Vestry’s support and encouragement, have explored the possibility that with her help, we, as 
a church, may be moved to supply the cost of food for the forty days of Lent for all the residents.  It costs 
$50 a day to keep these young people having meals in a family setting and thus our goal is to raise 
$2,000.  

This is part of our Lenten tradition but with a twist.  Most years we’ve focused on something internation-
al such as CAMFED or the Malala Fund which helped young girls go to school in Afghanistan and Sub-
Sahara Africa.  This year, our focus will be local with this eight bed facility that takes in young people, 
ages 8 through 18, for short term crisis intervention and longer term group care. 

Meeting and listening to Kiera is a life changing experience.  To say that you will be moved by her cour-
age, her cheerfulness and her commitment to making the world better for others is quite an understate-
ment.  So join us in sharing the Sunday with this remarkable woman. 

Annie and Kiera  
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This spring The Whitefish High School STAND Club and I are hosting a Kids 
Against Hunger food packaging event. What this means is that one afternoon the 
entire school will be brought together to package around 60,000 meals for those 
in need. They get to choose where this food goes; it can be sent to refugee 
camps, 3rd World countries, or somewhere in the United States. Because they 
want everyone involved and preoccupied for at least an hour, they must raise 
$16,000 to cover food, shipping and event operating costs.  

Yes, that is a lot of money. However, they recently received a grant that will 
match them up to $10,000, which essentially cuts their fundraising costs by over 
half. By doing this, they will make a significant impact on our local and global community and help feed 
thousands of people along the way.  

Here is the link to the Kids Against Hunger website...check it out! http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/ 

Their mission statement: “Our mission at Kids Against Hunger is to significantly reduce the number of 
hungry children in the USA and to feed starving children throughout the world. We ship meals to starv-
ing children and their families in over 60 countries through partnerships with humanitarian organizations 
worldwide.” 

Every amount of money that is donated helps! Not only will this impact the lives of Whitefish High 
School students, but it will tremendously help the people who receive the food.  

If you would like to donate or be part of the event at the high school this spring, feel free to contact me 
(Bergen Carloss) at 406-270-0918 or go to this link online:    http://www.gofundme.com/wcjqpxsc 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER                                                                     By Bergen Carloss 

EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT 

Over the last decade, All Saints’ has participated in giving to Episcopal Relief and Development by fill-
ing the little boxes known as Hope Chests.  Last year we used decorated cups for the “collection 
box.”  But instead of just dropping in lose change, we’ve intentionally looked at specific blessings in our 
lives, using a coupon for the day, and will have the opportunity to respond on each day by giving, for 
example, five cents for each cup of coffee we drink to two cents for each channel in our cable package 
or one cent for every 172.8 breaths we take in a day. Be it being thankful for the clean water we drink, 
the shoes on our feet, or the days of vacation we have, these little coupon books produced by the Lake 
Missoula Clericus of which Bradley is a part, in partnership with the Diocese of Utah (of which Brad-
ley’s brother Craig is the Director of Communications), help us pause and be thankful for at least a cou-
ple of minutes each day.  They will be available on the last Sunday after the Epiphany, February 8th, 
Ash Wednesday, February 10th, and on the first Sunday of Lent, February 14th.  Years ago, we started 
with around fifty of these booklets.  Today, over 800 will be distributed in the Dioceses of Montana and 
Utah and at St. Paul’s Church, Port Townsend, Washington. 

http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/wcjqpxsc
http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/
file:///C:/Users/khatl_000/Documents/Bradley's_files
http://www.kidsagainsthunger.org/
http://www.gofundme.org/wcjqpxcs
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If you would like to learn something about nearly everything in the life of the Church, in a setting which 
is really fun, then Lent Madness is for you.  Every Wednesday evening, for five weeks, beginning on 
Wednesday, February 17th, through March 16th, we will gather in Memorial Hall at 5:30 for a light sup-
per and then from 6:00 until 6:45, we will begin the process of examining the lives of thirty two saints, 
ancient and modern, and see “who survives in their bracket.”  It is a contest based on the popular NCAA 
Basketball Tournament but in our case, we will decide during each of those five evenings, who gets 
bumped and who gets to stay for another week in the journey to wear the Golden Halo.  Will it be St. 
Clare or St. Barnabas?  Dominic or Sojourner Truth?  How far will the rector’s favorite, F. D. Maurice, 
go?  (Side bets are encouraged if the winnings are given to Episcopal Relief and Development or another 
charity.) 

As is our usual practice, sign-up sheets will be in the parish hall to help us prepare for the right amount of 
food but come even if you don’t sign up and yes, there is always an over abundance of food.  

LENT MADNESS RETURNS FOR YEAR THREE! 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

 
This year, on February 10th,  you are invited to attend Ash Wednesday Services 
which include the Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of Ashes, at The Springs Sen-
ior Living in Whitefish at 10:00 and at All Saints’ Church at noon. 
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Can you believe it?!!!!!!!!!!!!!  For nine years, All Saints’ has led Mon-
tana with having the first golf tournament of the year and for eight of 
those years, the homeless pets of the Flathead Valley have been the 
beneficiaries of our fun.  So watch for more information to come in the 
bulletins and special mailings.  We have room for 72 golfers, 36 in the 
morning, 36 in the afternoon.  Lunch is included in the $20 “green fee” 
and the night before, we plan another kick-off party.  So save the 
(tentative) dates of March 11th and March 12th.  It may also be the on-
ly tournament you play in which you can buy a hole-in-one for 
$50.  You do not need to know how to golf to participate.  In fact, not 
knowing may be an advantage! 

CHILI OP-N BACK FOR YEAR # 9  

ALL SAINTS’ YOUTH                                                                        By Cynthia Benkelman           

Easter is early this year! On March 27 we will only be a few days into spring. Did you know that the 
earliest date that Easter can fall on is March 22?  This happened in 1818 and won’t happen again until 
2285. The latest date it can be is April 25. So this is an early Easter! 
Interesting facts, but what does it mean for the children and youth ministry in the month of February? 
We will begin preparing for Lent on Sunday, January 31. During children’s chapel in both services we 
will be making containers for our Episcopal Relief and Development coins that we will be saving dur-
ing Lent. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10. The first Sunday in the 40 days of Lent is Valentine’s 
Day.  We will begin talking about the mystery of Easter, Lent and the time when we prepare for Easter. 
We are going to find out why we hunt eggs at Easter (which we will do on Easter Sunday). 
We will experience the stories of the ministry of Jesus and the liturgy that our church uses. 
February will be a month of anticipation and of “getting ready”. This is a very special time in the life of 
the church and I look forward to experiencing it with the young people who worship with us. 

FLOWER AND ALTAR GUILDS 

Both the Flower Guild (which furnishes flowers for the various services) and the Altar Guild (which 
maintains the altar and all Eucharistic vessels, as well as chancel, and worship space for all usual and 
special services including weddings, memorials, ordinations, baptisms, confirmations, and funerals) 
are looking for volunteers who might want to help with these two most important methods of ministry 
to the church.  If you are interested, please contact Brenda Guiltner at redpoodle@centurylink.net and 
she will be happy to give you more information. 



 

FEBRUARY 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

1 2 3 
9:15 am Bible 
Study at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 

4 
Noon service at 
AS 
Book Study 1 pm 
Memorial Hall 
 

5 
 

6 
Godly Play 
Workshop 
10 am-7 pm 
 
 

7 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Din-
ner 
5:00 to 6:30 
pm 

10 
Ash Wednesday 
9:15 am Bible Study 
at The Springs 

10 am service at The 
Springs 

Noon service at All 
Saints’ 

11 
Noon service at 
AS 
Book Study 1 pm 
Memorial Hall 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Valentine’s Day 
 
 

15 16 
 

17 
9:15 am Bible 
Study at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 

18 
Noon service at 
AS 
Book Study 1 pm 
Memorial Hall 
 

19 
 

 

20 
 

21 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
Vestry 12:15 pm 
 
 

22 23 
 

24 
9:15 am Bible 
Study at The 
Springs 
10 am service at 
The Springs 
 

25 
Noon service at 
AS 
Book Study 1 pm 
Memorial Hall 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Services at 9 and 
11 am 
 
 
 

29 
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Church location: 
2048 Conn Road 

Columbia Falls, MT 
 

Church Mailing address: 
PO Box 1923 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
 

Phone: 406-862-2863 
Parish Office Administrator: Shawn Sloan 

E-mail: allsaintsmt@gmail.com 
 

Bradley’s E-mail: canonwirth@gmail.com 
  Cell phone: 406-250-1690 

 
Christian Formation Minister/Children and 

Youth: Cynthia Benkelman 
cgraine@montanasky.us 

  406-261-9636 

Vestry members: 
Rector: Reverend Canon Bradley Wirth 

Senior Warden: Barbara Grove 
Junior Warden: Dick Solberg 

Treasurer: Carl Thomas 
Clerk: Kathy Thomas 

Clarice Brooks  
Suzie Long 
Jan Rayford 
Shawn Sloan 

Heidi Sobczak 
Vera Smith 

 
Diocese of Montana: 

www.diomontana.com 
All Saints’ website: www.allsaintsmt.org 

E-letter Editor: Jan Rayford 
khatlover@msn.com or 

origkhatlover@gmail.com 
 

 

Glory to God, whose power, working 
in us, can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine: Glory to him 
from generation to generation in the 
church, and in Christ Jesus forever 

Find us here: 
Just click on the link! 

Facebook link: https://
www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt 
YouTube link: http://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA 
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org 
 

SHAWN’S FANTASTIC TRIP 

As many of you know, Shawn Sloan, our Parish Administrator, is on a fantastic trip to Antarctica. She’s 
not quite there yet, but has sent along some photos of her journey to get there.  

 
From Buenos Aires: 
On the left, the Pope’s 
church before he was the 
Pope! And on the right, 
the mausoleum of Evita 
Peron 

 
From Ushuaia: 
The southern most city in 
the world on the left and 
the boat taking Shawn to 
Antarctica on the right 

http://www.diomontana.com/

