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ROMAN SELIVACHOY ICONS

August 2022

By Charlie Knuth

The work of Roman Selivachov’s hands and prayers adorn the walls of All
Saints. I own over a dozen of his icons and simply don’t have enough room on
the walls of my apartment to display them. Also, I’m pretty sure my wife
would divorce me if we only decorated our apartment solely with religious art!
I am happy to share my icons with the church, but I also wanted to take an opportunity to share more about them.
Roman graduated from the National Academy of Fine Arts and Architecture in
Kyiv, where he studied painting and art restoration. Later, his interest in devotional art took him to southern Greece, where he studied under various master
icon writers. His greatest collection of work can be found on the walls of Anastasievskaja Holy Monastery (The Church of St. Tatiana) in Kyiv, though All
Saints probably comes in a close second.
Roman holds to a very traditional view of Christian iconography that considers
icons as “windows” into the divine. He once told me that “People not only
honor and worship God through icons, but experience a longing and joyful expectation of the Last Day when we shall meet God.” Roman compares icons to
a photograph of a faraway loved one that helps to ease our feelings of separation.
As a Ukrainian artist, Roman knows this “longing and joyful expectation”, as
well as the painful realities of war and violence. 6 months ago, Roman was
concerned about the rhetoric coming from Vladimir Putin’s propaganda machine, but he was not frightened. He continued to work, he took his family on
vacation, but 5 days after the Russian invasion, he wrote me describing what
he called a “sudden attack.” Around 5am on February 24, Kyiv awoke to the
sound of explosions. Roman said: “The air alarm is sounding 7-10 times a day.
We are sitting in the basement. My wife and I are worried about the children.
Every day, many people are left homeless by bombing. I hope that good people will not suffer from hunger.
A week later, Roman and his wife, Oleksandra, took their 4 children west “to a
safe place in the Carpathians”. It took their family 3 days to travel just 400
miles, since the roads were choked with traffic, refugees, and checkpoints. Gas
and supply shortages also made the trip quite expensive, but All Saints’ discretionary fund was able to help the Selivachovs on their journey. Roman wrote:
“I remember the stories of my grandmother, who also fled the war zone. It
seemed like something fantastic that could never happen today. But history
repeats itself, unfortunately with our participation.” Myron, Roman’s oldest
child, is an aspiring artist whose studies have been put on hold, but he sent All
Saints several lovely drawings of his family’s day-to-day life in the mountains
that we’ll display in the narthex
After 5 months in the west, the Selivachovs returned to Kyiv just last week.
Luckily, their home and studio are intact, even though some of their neighbors
have not been as fortunate.
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ICONS (CONT’D)

Roman has sent me one of his newer icons, which shows the
Blessed Virgin Mary with the Christ child in her arms. There is a
tender gaze between the two, but “her garments are the destroyed
houses and lives of Ukrainians”.
While Roman usually paints floral borders and halos around his subjects, the border on this work is a black thorn bush. And in place of
the traditional gold leaf, the background of this icon features smudges of ash.
Roman wrote me that, “I believe God gave mankind freedom, and
that he did not stop this freedom even when it came to the crucifixion of Christ… But God does not turn away suffering, and is always with us in our suffering,
that’s the point I wanted to make.”
As for life going forward, Roman seeks contentment. “We are happy for every peaceful day,
and the understanding that life can end at any moment has made the relationship in the family warm, like never before. Perhaps it is useful - the realization that death can come at any
moment, and that it can become a gain, according to the words of the Apostle Paul.”
I love the way that Roman’s theology is so eloquently expressed, not only in his iconography, but also in his lived and spoken reality. He is a man of profound faith.
But he’s also just one of 42 million Ukrainians. And behind every headline is a family, with
hopes and dreams, pain and sorrow, anxiety and moments of real courage. Whether that family lives in the Flathead or huddles in a basement in Kyiv during air raid sirens, it needs
friends and neighbors to pray for peace, good health, and hope. As the war in Ukraine
marches on, do not neglect your prayers. If you need some extra inspiration, I invite you to
pray with some of our icons in the church. Pray for Roman and Oleksandra. Pray for their
children (Myron, Tryfon, Ustyna, and Martyna). Continue to pray for Ukraine. And most of
all, pray for peace in our world.
THANKS TO OUR SUPPLY PRIESTS AND STAND IN ORGANIST!
Thank you to our recent supply priests Louise Baker and Bill Baumgarten for filling in when Charlie was
gone to CREDO and then on his BabyMoon and organist Betty Kok, for filling in recently for Jenanne.
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On Sunday July 24th we welcomed into the household of God Charlene and Webb.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
It has been 4 years since the most recent parish directory was put together (where did the time go?). So staff
are working to update the directory and hoping to make copies available for everyone later this summer. We
have discussed options of electronic or online directories, but at this time, we will just work on updating the
“hard copy” directory.
The directory is intended for use by All Saints’ parishioners only. We have many parishioners who live in
the Flathead part of the time and in the directory you will find only local mailing addresses and phone numbers. We purposely do not list email addresses at the request of parishioners.
Shawn will either try and catch you at church on a Sunday or send you an email to verify your information.
We will also be updating directory pictures.
Thanks to everyone for your help in getting the directory updated. If you have any questions, please contact
Shawn.
THE BEST BABY SHOWER EVER
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

Thu

3

4

Bible Study

Springs Service

Live and on Zoom

11 am

Sat

Fri

5

6

13

10:30-11:30

7

8

9

10

11

12

SERVICE
DAY CAMP
HOURS PAGE 8

DAY CAMP

DAY CAMP

DAY CAMP

DAY CAMP

14

16

17

18

19

20

Bible Study

Springs Service

Live and on Zoom

11 am

26

27

15

VESTRY
SERVICE
HOURS PAGE 8
5:00 pm live and
via Zoom

21

22

10:30-11:30

23

SERVICE
HOURS PAGE 8

24

25

Bible Study

Springs Service

Live and on Zoom

11 am

10:30-11:30

28
SERVICE
HOURS PAGE 8

29

30

31

Prayer School

Bible Study

5:30 pm

Live and on Zoom
10:30-11:30
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SUNDAY SERVICE HOURS

8:00 am-service only, no music
10:00 am-service with hymns
10:00 am service is streamed live on Facebook & YouTube
11:00 am-coffee hour
7:00 pm-contemplative service, no hymns

HOME COMMUNION AND VISITATIONS
If you have had to take some time away from church, but would like to receive the
sacrament, please let us know! While the bishop has requested that clergy refrain
from scheduling home visits, (hospitals and senior living facilities won't allow
them either!), Fr. Charlie would be more than happy to bring you the sacrament/
say prayers with you on your doorstep, the hospital parking lot, or at the church.

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH ORGANIZATION
Church location:
2048 Conn Road
Columbia Falls, MT
Phone: 406-862-2863

Glory to God, whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ
Jesus forever. and ever.

Church mailing address:
PO Box 1923
Whitefish, MT 59937

Find us here:

Rector: Reverend Charlie Knuth
Email: cknuth@allsaintsmt.org
Cell: 801-635-5162
Parish Administrator: Shawn Sloan
Email: allsaintsmt@gmail.com
Cell: 406-291-3613
Christian Formation Minister/Children and
Youth: Cynthia Benkelman
Email: cynthia@allsaintsmt.org
Cell: 406-261-9636

Just click on the link!

Facebook link: https://
www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt
YouTube link: http://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org

Vestry Members
Rector: Reverend Charlie Knuth
Senior Warden: Suzanne DeVore
Junior Warden: Carl Thomas
Treasurer: Cynthia Benkelman
Clerk: Kathy Thomas
Betsy Paugh
Dan Prickett
Jan Rayford
Jenanne Solberg
Henry Stamm
Howard Wright
Diocese of Montana:

Marty Stebbins, X Bishop of Montana
www.diomontana.com

E-letter editor: Jan Rayford
khatlover@msn.com or

