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A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
“As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for
those who fear him. For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we
are dust.” Psalm 103:13-14
Much of the Episcopal burial service, as well as the core of the liturgy for Ash
Wednesday, focuses on the principle that we’re made of the dust of the earth,
and that we’ll return to that dust when we die. And while there’s nothing the
rubrics of the Ash Wednesday service requiring that we impose ashes on our
foreheads, we still carried out that ritual a few weeks back, albeit at an armslength with single-use makeup brushes… Ah, the indignities of Corona-tide are
many!
But perhaps because of the times we are living in, it is even more important for
us to remember how this simple act outlines the gospel and describes God’s
true nature. When that black soot is smeared across our foreheads, we remember 1. God is always merciful and gracious; 2. God removes my transgressions
“as far as the east is from the west”; 3. God has compassion for me in my limitations; and 4. God’s not surprised by any of my sins or weaknesses. Because
God remembers that I’m just… dust. Sure, “fearfully and wonderfully made"
dust (Psalm 139), but dust nevertheless!
As we take time this Lent to remember who we are and whose we are, I’ll hope
you’ll join me in praying for this kind of humility as a follower of Jesus. I hope
that it will help us admit our sin and failure more quickly, and get us out of the
paralyzing mire of guilt and shame.
God remembers that we’re dust. But can we? Lord, have mercy.
Yours in Christ,
Charlie+
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Innovator that he is, during this time of COVID-19 Charlie used a make-up
brush to keep some social distance from the imposer and the “imposees”
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ALL SAINTS’ YOUTH
In years past we have had a special Ash Wednesday service for children and youth right after school. This
year, of course, was different, and we were not able to have that service in person. However, we did send
out materials to help families celebrate Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) and Ash Wednesday the next day.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, which is the time that we start preparing for the great mystery of
Easter.
As reported above, the All Saints’ Youth did everything they said they were going to...and here’s the proof!

IN MEMORIAM
We have some sad news to report, as another of our number has joined
the Communion of Saints in light, Kay Lorenz, who died on February 12.
On the last Sunday of Epiphany, February 14, where it is a tradition to
read the Transfiguration accounts from the gospels, some churches
switch to white vestments and paraments for the occasion, but we used
our red set to remember Kay, a pillar of All Saints'. These paraments
were dedicated in honor of Kay’s retirement from the altar guild after
43+ years of service!
Funeral services are pending until the family
is able to safely travel, but condolence cards
can be sent to her son.
Richard Lorenz, M.D.
1420 Northcliff Trace
Roswell, GA 30076
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LENTEN ERD OFFERING

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Thank you to everyone who provided input on the best time to host Adult Sunday
School. We began our Adult Sunday School on February 28, at 12:30 pm on Zoom.
Our Lenten topic is the Crucifixion, inspired by Fleming Rutledge’s The Crucifixion:
Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ. Fr. Charlie has been reading this book offand-on since last Lent, so this will not be a book group/book report! But we are using
this book as a foundation and structure for some short lectures on the basics of Christianity. There is no reading (unless you want to buy the book) or homework involved,
just Q&A if there is time. You can email Fr. Charlie for the link to the Zoom “class”.
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By Shawn Sloan

The first official meeting of the new All Saints' Vestry took place on Zoom on Sunday, February 21st. At
that meeting the remaining 3 officers were elected by the vestry. Officers do not have to be members of
the vestry, they can be anyone in the congregation who is a member of record of All Saints'. The All
Saints' Vestry has 4 officers: Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden, Treasurer, and Clerk.
The role of the Sr. and Jr. Wardens can vary greatly from parish to parish and the canons say very little
about wardens other than their responsibility to keep worship services going in the absence of a rector and
of their responsibility to notify the Bishop when a rector leaves or a new rector is called to a congregation.
At All Saints', the Sr. Warden (also known as the "Rector's Warden") is appointed by the Rector (or in the
absence of a Rector is elected by the congregation as happened at the 2020 Annual meeting when Leif Peterson was elected prior to Charlie's calling and then arrival in April). The Sr. Warden presides over vestry
meetings if the rector is absent.
The Jr. Warden (also known as the "People's Warden") has traditionally been responsible for the building
and grounds of a parish. At All Saints' the Jr. Warden is the "go-between" for the congregation to the vestry. If you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns you'd like the vestry to know about, the Jr. Warden is the one to talk to. Of course you are also welcome to speak with any member of the Vestry.
Each of the wardens serves a 1 year term, and may serve 2 back to back terms, but then must take a one
year break before serving again. The remaining 2 officers, the treasurer and clerk may serve an unlimited
number of back to back terms. This especially makes sense for the treasurer who has a pretty steep learning curve.
At their meeting, the vestry elected Carl Thomas as Jr. Warden, Cynthia Benkelman as Treasurer, and
Kathy Thomas as Clerk. Carl "retired" as treasurer after over 22 years of serving in that role at St. Matthews and then All Saints'. Cynthia brings a wealth of knowledge to her new role as treasurer with an
MBA, running the non-profit Flathead Rapids Soccer organization, and her years of involvement with the
Episocpal church at the parish, diocesan, and general convention level. Kathy continues her role as clerk
having served for over 18 years in this role at St. Matthews, All Saints', as well as other organizations.
Thank you to the newly elected officers as well as all the other vestry members serving All Saints' this
year.
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THE HUNT IS ON!
All Saints' IS planning an Easter Egg Hunt for children this year! There will be some changes to accommodate social distancing and safe food handling requirements, so the details are still being worked out.
We are anticipating ONE Easter Egg Hunt after the 11 am service at approximately 12:15. So keep your
eyes "peeled" for more information.
Photos of previous hunts.

LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES FINALLY COMES TO YouTube!

By Shawn Sloan

You're probably getting tired of hearing from me about live streamed
services, but we have made another step forward with live streaming.
All Saints' recently purchased a Mevo Start and a MacBook Air
which allows us to live stream simultaneously from one camera to
both Facebook and YouTube (as well as other services). Our first successful broadcast was February 28. This allowed me to go from running 4 cameras at the same time to only running 3 cameras (and a laptop). Yay! While I am not yet ready to give up having a "back-up"
camera in case of emergency, it is nonetheless a major step in the
right direction (especially when I also have to run the CD player for
Jenanne's pre-recorded music when she's not there to play live). The sound quality of the Mevo seems to be
pretty good, but I'm looking into additional options for sound. We are still waiting on the sound engineer to
come and reconnect the sound system and give us suggestions for improvements, including new wireless
mics, feedback suppressors, and speakers.
If you are not a Facebook user, watching on YouTube live is now an option. The direct link to each service
changes from week to week, but you can find the link on our website, in the weekly newsletter "For All the
Saints" from Charlie, by going to our YouTube channel, or you can have it emailed to you if you have subscribed to our YouTube channel and have notifications turned on. To subscribe to our YouTube channel
log in to your google account, which could be a gmail account if you have one, go to YouTube and search
for All Saints' Montana. When you find it, click on the red subscribe button, which then turns to grey.

I'm still learning the ins and outs of the Mevo (such as zooming in and out), but have discovered a bunch of
cool features such as presetting scenes, cutaways, and slow transitions from one angle to another. I still
have lots to learn, but it is an exciting endeavor made so much more enjoyable now that we have high
speed fiber optics internet.
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MARCH 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

Office Hours

Office Hours

Bible Study

Office Hour

11:00-12:00pm

5:00pm-6:00pm

10:30-12 noon

11:00-12:00pm

Lent Madness

Book Group

6:00 pm

6:00-7:00pm

2:00-3:00 pm

7

8

9

10

11

Service Hours:

Office Hours

Office Hour

Bible Study

Office Hour

See page 8

11:00-12:00pm

5:00pm-6:00pm

10:30-12 noon

11:00-12:00pm

Lent Madness

Book Group

6:00 pm

6:00-7:00pm

Adult Sunday
School

2:00-3:00 pm

Sat

Fri
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

12:30
14

15

16

17

18

Service Hours:

Office Hours

Office Hour

Bible Study

Office Hour

See page 8

11:00-12:00pm

5:00pm-6:00pm

10:30-12 noon

11:00-12:00pm

Adult Sunday
School

2:00-3:00 pm

Lent Madness

Book Group

Vestry via
Zoom 6:30 pm

6:00 pm

6:00-7:00pm

12:30
DST STARTS
21

22

23

24

25

Service Hours:

Office Hours

Office Hour

Bible Study

Office Hour

See page 8

11:00-12:00pm

5:00pm-6:00pm

10:30-12 noon

11:00-12:00pm

Adult Sunday
School

2:00-3:00 pm

Lent Madness

Book Group

6:00 pm

6:00-7:00pm

12:30

28

29

30

31

Service Hours:

Office Hours

Office Hour

Bible Study

See page 8

11:00-12:00pm

5:00pm-6:00pm

10:30-12 noon

PALM SUNDAY 2:00-3:00 pm

Adult Sunday
School
12:30
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SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
7:30 am - service only, no music
9:00 am - service with hymns
9:00 am service is also streamed live on
Facebook & YouTube
10:00-11:00 am - Drive through communion
11:00 am - service with hymns
7:00 pm – service only, no music

BEWARE OF SCAMMERS
Email scams are fairly common these days, and have been on the ries again with
emails going to many parishioners around the diocese purportedly coming from their
Rectors. Fr. Charlie was surprised the other day to get an email message from himself asking for a “favor”! Please do not engage with vague emails that seem suspect.

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH ORGANIZATION
Church location:
2048 Conn Road
Columbia Falls, MT
Phone: 406-862-2863

Glory to God, whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or
imagine: Glory to him from generation to
generation in the church, and in Christ
Jesus forever. and ever.

Church mailing address:
PO Box 1923
Whitefish, MT 59937

Find us here:

Rector: Reverend Charlie Knuth
Email: cknuth@allsaintsmt.org
Cell: 801-635-5162
Parish Administrator: Shawn Sloan
Email: allsaintsmt@gmail.com
Cell: 406-291-3613
Christian Formation Minister/Children and
Youth: Cynthia Benkelman
Email: cynthia@allsaintsmt.org
Cell: 406-261-9636

Just click on the link!

Facebook link: https://
www.facebook.com/allsaintsmt
YouTube link: http://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org

Vestry Members
Rector: Reverend Charlie Knuth
Senior Warden: Suzanne DeVore
Junior Warden: Carl Thomas
Treasurer: Cynthia Benkelman
Clerk: Kathy Thomas
Betsy Paugh
Margaret Anne Payne
Jan Rayford
Jenanne Solberg
Hank Stamm

Diocese of Montana:

Marty Stebbins, X Bishop of Montana
www.diomontana.com

E-letter editor: Jan Rayford
khatlover@msn.com or

