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A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Here we are on the cusp of Lent. It is hard to believe how quickly the seasons roar by but the calendar doesn’t allow us to go more slowly. (Given the
superfluity of snow, I’m just as glad. I want to see the grass again.) For my
letter this month, I thought I’d just mention something about how I view
Lent as a joyous season which sometimes strikes others as odd.
To begin, “serious” and “joyful” are not mutually exclusive at all. We can
be seriously joyful about our relationship with God. And what I mean by
that is if God is love, and God is most certainly love, then in behooves us to
give thought and prayer to how we are engaging with God and God’s love.
And, of course, this makes sense if we just think about everyday life. My
game of golf (Please, Lord, do something about the snow!) takes on a far
more joyful sense when I give some serious thought to my swing. Remembering what I was taught in lessons, trying not to be distracted by the last
shot that went into the lake, taking the back swing a bit more slowly, and
being willing to have a result that is less in length and accuracy compared to
the same of Tiger Woods, all lead to a more cheerful result. Similarly, focusing seriously on that which contributes to the joy found in faith, naturally
invites a joyous season.
The second thing that can bring about a joyous Lent is to lighten the load.
Shawn and I are working on the Lenten Video Greeting for the website and
Facebook with that as the theme..lightening the load we carry through the
journey of Lent. Giving up stuff to make the hike through Lent is actually
contributive to joy. If you have ever taken unnecessary weight in a backpack, as I have, you know it dampens the experience of enjoying nature. So
that which you give up for Lent might be seen as just having a lighter backpack. Each distraction we can jettison can make for a more enjoyable 40 day
trip.
The third thing is the most obvious to anyone who has ever been lost. Way
back when I would drive cross country to Boston for seminary, I would often travel late into the night, sometimes not stopping until 3:00 in the morning. On two occasions, once in the middle of the nowhere and another time
in the midst of a large city, I got lost trying to find my way back to the freeway, having searched for an open gas station. Indeed, the first time I drove
into the Boston-Cambridge area, I was lost for several hours. (Remember
there was no cell phone in 1976. No “Siri! Where am I? How do I get
there?”) At night, being lost can be terrifying. During the day it can be frustrating beyond measure. Repenting, which is very serious, just means turning around and finding your way back. In our case during Lent, to God.
Nothing can be more delightfully enjoyable than that.
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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR (cont’d)
So enjoy Lent to the fullest and let the season transport you to a most festive Easter. The 12th Annual Chili
Open, Lent Madness, our community offerings, the ERD Lenten Blessings Coupon Books and our time together in prayer, worship and fellowship will all contribute to the loveliness of this time together. Let us
have holy fun!
Faithfully yours,
Bradley
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CHILDREN’S CHAPEL AND ALL SAINTS’ YOUTH

By Cynthia Benkelman

Children’s Chapel: On the last Sunday before Lent, March 3rd, Children’s Chapel, will depart from the
parables we have been studying to talk about the “transfiguration”. During the season of Lent, Godly Play
stories start with the birth of Christ. As we travel through Lent, there will be a story about him every week
culminating in the mystery of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Children’s Chapel begins right before the readings when the children go to Memorial Hall. All youth who
are old enough sit in a circle and listen to a story. They hear a story and then talkabout the spiritual questions it inspires. This is a Montessori-based program widely used in the Episcopal church as well as others.
Younger children often like to do art as a response to the story while others like to use the resources in the
Godly Play room, such as Bibles and commentaries to look further into the story. They also like to tell in
their own way stories they have already heard . Older children return to church at the Peace to participate
in communion, and nursery children return, either at the Peace or closer to communion, depending on parents’ wishes.
Youth: There will be an after school Ash Wednesday service for young people so they can participate in
the same service held during the school day. Ash Wednesday is about repentance which is viewed as a joyful turn-ing toward what we need for our priorities to be and away from those things getting between us
and God, our friends and family, and the priorities we have discerned.
This is another way for young people to participate in one of the early traditions of Christianity. We certainly want them to experience every element of the church, as it is very much their church.
The youth service will be held March 6th at 4:00 pm at Cynthia Benkelman’s home. It is located very close
to the Whitefish schools. Please call or email Cynthia for directions or to set up a car pool. Her information
is be-low in the church organization section. High school students are close enough they usually walk over
together.
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Glory to God, whose power, working
in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine: Glory to him
from generation to generation in the
church, and in Christ Jesus forever.
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www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPZ_oAI6n1GwSPS5dIAkzdA
Webpage link: http://
www.allsaintsmt.org
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