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The vision of All Saints Episcopal Church,
Whitefish - Columbia Falls is to be healthy and as
such, naturally grow to the size of a parish which
has a critical mass allowing us to engage in
significant ministry drawing upon the combined
spiritual gifts of a wider congregation.
We see ourselves having a Christian Formation
program for people of all ages that is supported by
a team ministry.
We see the community knowing who we are,
valuing what we do and finding us indispensable
for the health and welfare of the wider Northern
Flathead Valley.

OUR CORE VALUES
Discipleship We nurture people to claim a calling of ministry,
understand their place in God’s Kingdom on Earth, and their
invaluable role in being the Body of Christ here and now.
Welcoming and Inclusive We believe that everyone who comes
through our doors not only contributes to our community and
its ministry within but that person is someone who can join us
in bringing relief to the downtrodden, hope to the despondent,
liberty to the captive and good news to the poor. We believe that
God loves all without exception.
Giving We believe in giving to those who are outside our church
walls through outreach to the community, the nation and the
world, and we believe in giving out of a sense of thanksgiving for
the abundant gifts of God. This is the context in which we see
our ministry of Stewardship.
Christian Formation We highly value Christian formation
which includes education and we believe that all are called to
read, mark and inwardly learn in every way possible. To that
end, we are committed to Christian formation for all ages.
Pastoral Care We place a high value on pastoral care and seek
ways which are both traditional and novel to provide people and
the animal world the comfort of the Gospel as the verbal and
visible word of God.
Worship We place a high value on engaging in worship that is
intelligible to those new to the community, meaningful to the
members of the congregation, and filled with prayerful
thoughtfulness.
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SERVICE (Outreach)
Worship is inextricably tied to the outreach efforts
of this community. As we receive the sacrament each
Sunday at Eucharist, we remember that we give
because of what we have been given. This year, we
continued our Advent tradition of bringing various
themed donations to our nativity creche. And for
Christmas, the Saints purchased gifts for a dozen
families through our Samaritan House giving tree.
For Lent, we took up a community offering for the
Flathead Warming Center, collecting basic needs
items for the housing insecure and funds to assist
with their move into a new facility. Through our
daily Lenten coupon booklet, we were able to
support Episcopal Relief and Development’s 1000
Days of Love.

This year, we started a Mother’s Day diaper and
feminine hygiene products drive that collected 3,812
diapers, 1,264 tampons, 1,672 pads, and 5,060 baby
wipes for North Valley Food Bank and Samaritan
House. This fall, we collected backpacks and supplies,
as well as nearly $1k to purchase gym shoes and
additional school supplies for low wealth students,
distributed through the North Valley Food Bank.
While our cooperative feeding
ministry in Hungry Horse was
unable to meet in-person for much
of the year, we continued to direct
funds to the Martin City Food
Bank so that our neighbors could
continue to eat. But by June, All
Saints joined the Methodist and
Lutheran churches in Columbia
Falls in providing “to-go” meals at
the old Canyon Elementary School
on the last Thursday of every
month.

Though we are a small non-profit, in many ways we
are better able to respond to immediate and specific
needs than larger and less nimble agencies. When the
Brush family of Evergreen lost their trailer home and
all its contents in a fire on June 21, all it took was a
couple of texts to make a list of the family’s needs and
start a collection. Through a line item in our budget
and generous support of the Rector’s Discretionary
Fund, we spend about $20k annually addressing needs
like medical care, car repairs, funeral expenses, gas
and food money, utility payments, veterinary bills,
rent, train and bus tickets, and lodging to help
domestic abuse survivors. The vestry also created a
COVID-19 relief fund, giving donors the ability to
directly support those in the Flathead who have been
severely impacted by the pandemic. Money cannot
solve every problem, but for some folks, a modest
amount of money can solve an awful lot.

The coming year, we hope to continue these generous
traditions and explore more opportunities for “handson” service. Mtr. Mikalya and Fr. Charlie are already
organizing service days with the St. Michael’s Wood
Bank and a Rise Against Hunger food packaging event
with Christ Church, Kalispell and St. Patrick’s, Big
Fork.
As a community, we support a vast number of outreach
agencies. Over the last twelve months, through the
budget and special offerings we’ve supported:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

North Valley Food Bank
Columbia Falls Food Bank
The Bishop’s Discretionary Fund
The Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem
Samaritan House
The Flathead Spay and Neuter Task Force
Flathead Youth Home
The Flathead Warming Center
The Abbie Shelter
The Brush Family
Rise Against Hunger
The Canyon Community Dinners
Receiving and Giving in Faith

WORSHIP

“When you have Anglican liturgy
and evangelical preaching
together at the same time, you've
got the closest thing to
ecclesiastical perfection that
we're going to see this side of
the Last Trumpet.”
- Fleming Rutledge

One of the areas of our communal life most affected by
the pandemic has been our corporate expression of
worship. However, our Sunday services have also been a
great witness to our communal faith.
While we moved services back into the church in
October of 2020, larger funerals and services like
Christmas 2020 and Easter 2021 were held outdoors,
where families could safely cluster around individual
campfires. We also learned that port freezes at 15
degrees Fahrenheit!
Expanding our number of Sunday services from 2 to 4
allowed for greater social distancing, while the vaccine
rollout allowed us to re-engage the altar and flower
guilds, acolytes, readers, greeters, chalice bearers,
musicians, nursery care providers, and the Children’s
Chapel. These efforts, combined with Shawn Sloan’s
honing of our live broadcasts, have allowed us to keep
our parishioners participating in the most visible and
central act of ministry in the Church, which is the
worship of God in Jesus Christ. Remarkably, All Saints
has seen a modest uptick in attendance from 2019.

This summer, Bishop Marty dedicated our newlyrenovated worship space, and gave us the chance to
celebrate our building committee and donors to the
capital campaign. We are proud of this project, and are
competing in an international design challenge for
sacred spaces. Our church building makes as an
impressive theological statement about who we are: A
sacramental church grounded in comprehensive
theology and liturgical tradition.
More importantly, we now have a
space that is better able to
accommodate the Flathead’s
booming population. Early next
year, we will order more seating and
combine the two principal services
(9am and 11am) into one. While we
will continue to offer worship
opportunities at 7:30am and 7pm,
the joining of the principal services
will make room for offerings like a
choir, build community, and
provide more Sunday opportunities
for fellowship and Christian
formation.

EVANGELISM

Though a loaded term for many,
“evangelism” encompasses all that
goes into presenting the Gospel to
the world. This makes it a difficult
ministry area to articulate, because
each one of the five ministry areas
outlined in this document supports
this goal; and part of our evangelism
includes informing others about the
way we do things at All Saints.

One silver lining to the pandemic has been the degree
to which mainline churches have been forced to
experiment with social media, video conferencing, and
livestreaming platforms. We started off the pandemic
with a simple camera and painfully slow Internet. But
our tech coordinator, Shawn Sloan, has refined our
broadcast each week and kept us apace with the latest
technology. We’ve already upgraded and multiplied our
cameras, and are able to simultaneously stream our 9am
service on YouTube and Facebook.
Our livestreams are not flashy, but
they're clear and consistent
opportunities for viewers to join
in Common Prayer. And while the
number of our online attendees
has declined as folks are coming
back to in-person worship, we are
joined each Sunday by
parishioners in Michigan,
California, Mississippi, Florida,
Utah, Texas, Virginia, and
Tennessee, as well as numerous
“church shoppers” and shut-ins
from around the Flathead.

We’ve also supplemented the monthly E-Letter with a
weekly newsletter containing events and links to
services and formation opportunities. Our website may
not be the most expensive that money can buy, but we
maintain an excellent “virtual billboard” that is
meticulously updated and provides service times at a
glance. Finally, All Saints has refocused attention on
our Facebook page by adding regular content that
focuses on the life of the parish (please like our
Facebook page!). Since October 2019, we have more
than doubled our number of followers, from 157 to
366, thereby extending the reach of our broadcasts,
posts, and advertisements.

The Diocesan Assessment is 19% of our operational
budget (excluding designated and restricted offerings)
and also supports foreign and domestic evangelism
efforts. Most of this assessment goes to help finance
and support the ministries and mission work of the
Diocese of Montana. From that money, the Diocese
contributes to humanitarian and evangelization efforts
throughout Province VI, the Episcopal Church, and the
worldwide Anglican Communion. We are not an island,
but part of a communion of 85 million Anglicans with
a near universal geographic distribution. A stunning
amount of human service takes place in this diocese and
around the world because of assessments like ours. And
the same thing can be said about the ministry of our
parish. Were it not for our staff and parishioners, most
of what we see in outreach, worship, and pastoral care
could not take place.
We can do so much more in this area of telling God’s
story. But when we engage in service, worship,
education, pastoral care, and the life of the church, we
cannot help but show forth God’s praise, “not only
with our lips, but in our lives.”
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"Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures
to be written for our learning: Grant that we may
in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them; that, by patience and
comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which thou hast given us in our Savior Jesus
Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen."
- Collect for Proper 28, BCP 184

Catechesis is so, so important these days, and we need to
be mindful that everything someone gets from the church
has a chance to advance their faith formation. Unlike
many churches, All Saints has not abandoned instruction
in favor of entertainment or thinly-veiled politicking.
For our younger members, our educational wing serves as
one of the best-resourced facilities in the diocese. While
we are not the biggest Episcopal Church in Montana,
we’re only 1 of 3 parishes that has a paid staff position for
children and youth ministries.
For much of the year, Christian Formation took place at
home. We sent out wreath-making kits for Advent and
pancake mix for Shrove Tuesday. Each week, Cynthia
Benkelman mails children’s worship bulletins to
parishioners so that young people can follow the
livestreamed service from home. While some families with
young children prefer to worship with their children, All
Saints offers nursery care at both the 9am and 11am
services should parents need an hour of reprieve.
The past 19 months have been very difficult for young
children and their parents, but as they begin to return to
the pews, we'll be ready for them with nursery care,
children's chapel, and youth group.

This summer, All Saints hosted day camps for 2nd to 6th
graders. A hiring shortage at Camp Marshall encouraged
us to partner with other local agencies, including the
Glacier Institute and Straight Blast Gym in Whitefish.
For two weeks, dozens of campers focused on the
Beatitudes and the lives of the saints, all the while
enjoying camp songs, games, yoga, slacklining, arts and
crafts, disc golf, water days, and story time with
parishioners.

This past year, we’ve added several new offerings for adult
education and formation. Our Wednesday morning Bible
Study now meets in a “hybrid” format, on Zoom and inperson. The Thursday evening book group is just now
wrapping up its 4th book. They’ve studied the
complicated nature of the Bible with Rachel Held Evans,
the afterlife with NT Wright, human suffering and the
prosperity gospel with Kate Bowler, and Christian
sexuality with Nadia Bolz-Weber. Throughout the
summer months, the book group discussed podcasts
produced by various spiritual teachers.
During Lent, we joined parishes
throughout the country for “Lent
Madness”, a curriculum that
encourages participants to read
about the lives of 32 saints and vote
for their favorites. After 6
Wednesdays, we had a dramatic
matchup between Benedict the
Moor and Absalom Jones.
Thankfully, the Episcopalian
triumphed with Fr. Jones taking the
“Golden Halo!”

On Sundays during Lent, Father
Charlie taught a virtual class on
the crucifixion in conversation
with Fleming Rutledge's
authoritative work on the subject.
This fall, we kicked off a lecturebased adult Sunday school focused
on “Women of the Bible”. This
offering will cover basic stories
from the scripture, address issues
of gender and oppression, and add
color to the narratives of some
Bible characters that are often left
black and white on the page.
There is much more to Christian
formation than education, and
parishioners have expressed a great
interest in prayer workshops,
retreat ministry, and classes where
we survey, discover, and examine
our spiritual gifts, all of which are
on the table as we seek to grow in
greater knowledge and love of God.

PASTORAL
CARE
Pastoral Care takes on a variety of expressions unique to
every parish and context. For most communities of our
size, parishioners take care of each other in times of need.
We also are fortunate to have a capable staff and 6 retired
clergy in our pews who are available for any pastoral
emergencies that might arise.
Fr. Charlie volunteers for a week’s worth of on-call shifts
at Logan Health per month, providing spiritual care to
patients and families in extremely difficult situations.
Clergy and lay Eucharistic visitors take communion to our
brothers and sisters at the hospital, the Montana Vets
Home, and the Springs, and perform home communions
for parishioners who are unable to attend church inperson. Because of the lockdown, Christians in some of
our senior living facilities had not received Communion in
over a year.

Each Thursday, Fr. Charlie (with the help of Mariel Cole)
celebrates a Eucharist at the Springs Senior Living Center.
We lost many residents at the Springs and the Vet's home
the past year and have held numerous funeral services at
those communities to aid them in their grief.

Parishioners know that at any time, all they need to do is
pick up the phone or send an email or text to be connected
with the prayer chain or any other type of support. As a
church, we are not only able to do that, but we are eager
to do what we can to help each other out when times are
tough. During this pandemic, we’ve bought each other
groceries, sent care packages, taken each other to the
doctor, written notes, and made phone calls “just to check
in”. Each Monday, our flower guild delivers our altar
flowers to those who are ailing or alone.

After months of social
distancing, we are seeking to
grow our lay Eucharistic
visitor team, and have formed
a loose “St. Christopher’s
Guild” to drive homebound
parishioners to church.
Finally, the Church provides
considerable pastoral care to
many we only know through
stories.
The wider mission of the church, again supported by our
diocesan assessment, provides extensive pastoral care for
those in the dawn of life, the children, and to those in the
twilight of life, the elderly. Our pledges and our gifts
support ministries which provide not only direct services,
but also training to lay and ordained ministers throughout
our country and the world.

“The ministry of lay persons is to
represent Christ and his Church;
to bear witness to him wherever
they may be; and, according to
the gifts given them, to carry on
Christ's work of reconciliation in
the world; and to take their place
in the life, worship, and
governance of the Church.”
-BCP, 855

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

At All Saints, we want to help our parishioners live
fully into their baptism. And in a year where many
have felt adrift, one way to help us reconnect with
our ministry was to seek clarity on where our gifts
and interests may be best utilized in the church and
broader community. In July and August,
parishioners took a spiritual gifts inventory from
the United Methodist Church supplemented with
a few follow-up questions. Some of the results are
below.
As you consider your pledge this stewardship
season, we ask that you please remember the
“intangible” gifts and charisms that you bring to
this place. The giving of your time and talents is as
important and valuable to All Saints as your
financial pledge. So please, feel free to commit these
things to the church on your pledge card!

What are the top 5 gifts you got from the UMC
Spiritual Gifts Inventory?
Definitions to these terms can be found at
www.umc.org/en/content/exploring-your-spiritual-gifts
·Healing, Knowledge, Compassion, Shepherding, Prophecy
·Faith, Miracles, Giving, Healing, Knowledge
·Healing, Faith, Miracles
·Healing, Knowledge, Compassion, Shepherding, Prophecy
·Healing, Teaching, Faith, Discernment, Exhortation
·Discernment, Wisdom, Knowledge
·Giving, Prophecy, Wisdom, Leadership, Administration
·Discernment, Administration, Faith, Wisdom, Shepherding
·Faith, Miracles, Healing, Servanthood, Helping
·Teaching, Wisdom, Knowledge, Administration, Helping/Assistance
·Administration, Wisdom, Prophecy, Leadership, Discernment
·Healing, Faith, Miracles
·Faith, Discernment, Miracles, Servanthood, Knowledge.
·Administration, Giving, Wisdom, Teaching, Servanthood
·Giving, Miracles, Healing, Knowledge, Faith
·Leadership, Administration, Miracles, Teaching, Wisdom, Shepherding
·Faith
·Teaching, Compassion, Servanthood, Knowledge, Helping/Assistance
·Wisdom, Teaching, Servanthood, Knowledge, Administration
·Faith, Miracles, Healing, Prophecy, Wisdom
·Knowledge, Wisdom, Exhortation, Prophecy, Servanthood
·Serving, Faith, Miracles, Giving, Helping
·Discernment, Knowledge, Administration

